DE CI OE TEE EPO 2 -GSDE-2 
EEEntr ironed teri 2 


5 THE GALE 


OF 
Horrortunry,s 
7 O R, 5s 
3s A SERMON Preached (at Js 
k-j-x Lidbury-North ) at the Funerall ef 
| of the Worſhipfull HUM a 
I PHRET W 4L{C0T, of =S 
2s Walcot, Eſq; June 8, k- 1-3 

1 
*s 1650. as 

foe . 

e- And now Publiſhed , 5 
= By THOMas FROYSELL, Miniſter of the kf 
; Goſpell at {lun in Shropſhire. IT 
wit GAL, 6.10. es we have therefore opporti- Ef 
nity, let us doe good unto all men, eſpecially to n= 
them that are of the Houſhold of Faith, a 

Hz s. 3.13. Exbort one another daily, while 2 
k it is called to day, leſt any of you be hardned 3s 
- through the deceirfulneſſe of ſin. ky 
k- Londen, Printed by M. 8. for Thmss Parkburft at the 3% 
& three Crowas over againſt the Great Cuaduit ag 
E at the lower end of Cheapſide, 1558, 2s 
. $8: #821887 A. 


lc 2s fe tee KS ele * 
WPP DAPPER DDDES PEO ED GET 75 


2 


wm Re” CE I Ds RS 


& 


$$$$$Þ$$dddd3$5 :$$$353 $$ 
$40$IVIv 4$$30$33 00d xd 


TO T HE 
Truly Vertuous and his much 
Honored, Miſtris Arne 
Walcot, of Walcot. 


FT was your Husbands 

deſire (. when alive ) 
| HR that I ſhould preach 
TD His Funerall, and 'is 
yours, that I ſhould Print it ; Flſe 
(for ought I know) it bad never 
ſeen the light : For I count not 


, any of my Grapes worth the 


Preſſe : Therefore ſince it is your 

leaſure to ſee this Sermon in a 
Printed dreſſe, I pray accept of 
It, 


When your dear Husband was 
alive, Ye were Two preciousDi- 
amonds {ct in the Ring of Marri- 
age; Gad hath taken hjm away 

| A 2 \hy;e 
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ſhine in another World, and hath 
left you to ſhine a while in this 
world ; It is but a while, and there» 
fore ſpread forth all your beams, 
before you ſet in the Welt of 
Death, and be ſeene here no 
mores, 

If we would ſhine with Godin 
Heaven, we muſt ſhine for God,on 
Earth: Let this Sermon af gppor- 
tunities make you improyeyour 
opportunities : Shall the, men'of 
this world hug their opportuni» 
nitics for the world, and ſhall not 
we Husband our opportunities 
for Heaven ? 

Society with Jeſs Chriſt even 
on this fide Heayen, is a kinde of 
Heaven ; and thoſe | Chriſtall 
ſtreams of Joys which we might 
ſuck from God here, outed all the 
pleaſures and braveries of this 
worlds which made BFogaweniure 
(when the Devil tempting him 
told him he was a reprobate, and 

| therefore 
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Dedicatory. 
therefore perſwaded him todrink 53 Nin diw 
fa the preſent pleaſures of this ff Poe 
life, for(faith he)Thou art exclu- — 
ded from the future joyes with fume ein 
God in Heaven) anſwer, No, not 4" 
ſo, Satan, If I muſt not injoy God 

after this life,yet let me injoy him 

as much as I canin this life: Oh 

that drooping Soules would thus 

quench Satans ſuggeſtions ! This 

were enough to rebound all his 
temptations back againe upon 

him. Fruition of God afar off in this 

life(t hengh we ſhould never imjoy bint 

in thenex!) is much better, then all 

the world below him : Ah | What 

then will our fruition ofhim in 

Heayen be ? Joy in him here, 

and you ſhall enjoy him. 
hereafter : Live to him here, 

and you ſhall ] ive with him here- 

after : And to this. end God 

gives you all your opportunities, 

to this highand happy end, that 
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The Epi$tle 
you way attatnc him. That him- 
ſelfe, and all that he js worth may 
be yours: Andlet me tel you, 1. 
That a Sermon of opportunities Is 
almoſt as neceſſary to be preach- 
ed as to preach Chriſt himſeltfe:; 
becauſe the opportunity to re- 
ceive Chriſt 1s (in its kind) as ne- 
ceflary as Chriſt to be received: as 
Chriſt is called Salvation ; ſo our 
opportunity 1s called the Day of 
Salvation: Behol4 now is the accepted 
time, behold now is the day of Salva- 
tou, We looſe Salvation it ſelfe, 
if we looſe the day of Salyation 3 
welooſe Chrift himſelfe, if we let 
paſle the day of Chriſt, 7f thou 
hadſt known, in this thy day, the 
thinge which belong unto thy peace but 
new they are hid from thine eyes, A 
man that 1sto havea ſum of mony 
rendred him upon ſnch a day, 
muſt be ſure to watch and wait 
theday, it he would receive the 


mony: He that hath a ſute at Law 


mult, 
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muſt obſerve the Terme-time ; if 


he looſe the Terme he will looſe 


his ſuite : as Luther ſaid,that Much 


' of Religion conſsſts in «Adverbs : (0 


ſay, Tbat much weight of our 
Salvation lyeth in circumſtances, 
in the circumſtance of timeand 
opportunity:as the whole weight 
of our Salvation is laid upon 
Chriſt,ſo the whole weight of our 
getting Salvation is laid upon our 
time, our opportunity:2 Letfaith 
give you a preſentiality of things 
to come, of Death to come, of 
your Account to come : Faith 
gives them a preſent Exiſtence : 
ſet the Period of your Time'neer 
unto you, behold it is at hand, 
when you ſhall live no longer, 
pray nolonger, have the helpe of 
Ordinances no longer 3 We know 
not how few ſands are left in 
our Glaſle of opportunity , and 
when they areorce ſpent, God 
will not turn the Glaſſe again for 

A 4 us 


"The Epifile 

us:'Tis this that affeds the heart: 
'T was this that awaked Nznzveb 
to repentance: Tet forty dayes and 
Nineveh ſhall be deſiroyed : How did 
this Alarum ſtirre their Hearts / 
what (ſay they) but forty dayes? 
Are our dayes ſhut up into fo a 
narrow a room ? What are forty 
dayes? How ſoon will they ſee an 
end? This frighted them intoa 
fit of Repentayce: It is time for us 
 (fay they )to faſt and pray,and riſe 
out of fin, it our Sun be ſo neer 
ſetting ; I am perſwaded if God 
had ſent Jonah with this meſlage, 
Tet fortie years and Nineveh ſhall be 
deſtroyed, 1t had made no work at 
, all upon them : it might have 
smazed them, but nor ſtarted 
them up to ſuch a preſent repen- 
rance : It istheneer approach of 
our end that drives the work 
home inus; Tell a Scorner in his 
_ Tuffe and jollity, that he muſt 
-. dye one day ; He receives It 
carelefly, 
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careleſly,and makes nothing of it: 
but tell him, yet forty dayes, and 
you muſt be called to judgement, 
Nay Sir, but two or three dayes 
hence, and dye you muſt; This 
goes to the quick, at this news 
the proud Ruffler is fuddainly 
diſmounted, and his courage de. 
graded, he looſes his blood 1n his 
checks, and ſhivers at the heart, 
like the leaves of the forreſt that 
are ſhaken with the wind; ah then 
ſeedeath upon us! Look upon our 
end as ſtanding by us ;z as neer as 
are the ſhadow and the ſubſtance, 
ſo neer are Life and Death ; our 
life is but the ſhadow, death 
brings ſubſtance with 1t, ſub- 
ſtantiall woes, or woes , or 
ſubſtantial joyes in the boſome 
of it, 

Cato Had oftentimes ſpoken in 
the Senate, that the City Carthage 
muſt be deſtroyed, being too neer 
a neighbour tothe City of Rozve : 

For 


The Epiſtle 
Foralong time together he-for. 
med no Oratios 1a the Senate, but 
he uſhered io-that (till as the con- 
cluſion : yet he could not carry it, 
becauſe Scipio Naſica being made 
up of a contrary opinion, alwayes 
pleaded on the other fide, that it 
was for the good of the Romane 
Common wealth that Carthage 
ſhould-ſtand: At laſt, Cato on a day 
brought a green Fig into the Senat 
among them, and told them, that 
this Fig was growing in Carthage 
but three dayesagoe : and there- 
by warned them that a Navy 
might within three dayes arrive 
from Carthage, and lay fiege to 
their City:When they heard this, 
The neerneſs of the danger, made 
ſach impreſſion on their thoughts 
that whereas before they could 
acver be won uponto aſſent, now 
they voted not to give over till 
they leveld Carthage to the 
ground : And ſhall not eternity 
alteft 


Detlicatovy. 
affe& us ? the neerneſſe of it write 
deep Characters of feare and care 
upon our hearts? Within three 
dayes, and death may lay fiegeto 
our City, to our Soul; beware of 


evill at hand, of death at hand, of / 


Judgement at hand. Thou Fool 
( faith Chriſt) This night thy ſoul 
ſhall be required of thee : ah then let 
us AC betimes, let not the night 
take us ina night,let not thenight 
of Death take us 1n a night of ſin 
and ſecurity, then we ſhall have a 
double night at once upon us. 

3 Opportunities are very pre= 
cious : Every one according to 
the objects they lay out for, value 
their opportupitics : there's no 
Prince or great perſon in the 
world, hath more Clients, and at- 
tendants,then opportuniry hath: 


All forts Court her;and wait with 


bumbleſt ſervice on her ; The 
Husbandman waits opportunity 
to plow, and ſow, and reap; The 
Tradel- 


| 
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Tradeſman attends opportunity 
to make his bargains at lowelt 
rate,and ſell off his wares at high- 
eſt price 3 The Ambitious man 
ſtands at the door of opportunity 
to raiſe himſelfe 3 All ( but fools ) 
according to their occaſions run 
out to meet, and bow the knee to 
opportunity and ſhall not the dea- 
reſt 7s ps a be precious to 
us? ſhall wenot take the bei? o- 


portunity by the hand? Oportu- 
nity to galne the moſt precious 


things 1s the moſt precious oppor. 
tunity; oportunity to get the beſt 
treaſures 1s the beſt oportunity 3 
Godlineſſe is great gaine, Heaven is 
the higheſt advancement, The 
Soul is the Crowne and Maſter 
piece of man : ſurely then the 0- 
portunity to get and ſave theſe 
ſhould be counted precious 
oportunity 3 All things here 
(that are of the world)are but no- 
things, but Idols and ſhadows _ 

tne 
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Dedicatory: 
the beſt things ( and an idol is no- 
thing.) Time 1s but the Idol of 
Eternity, and things Temporall, 
but the Idolls of things Eternall ; 
Oureſtateand our dayes here are 
but an Idol ; There's no divinity 
nor imortaliry in them; but God 
is an abſolute and eternall Being, 
the ſpring of all Divine ſatisfa&tt» 
ons, They that live in him, liveat 
an high rate, and live for ever ; 
How can he complaine to want 
light,that lives in the midſt of the 
ſun?how can he complainof thirſt, 
out of whoſe belly flow rivers of living 
water ? Surely then oportunity to 
injoy God, 1s the moſt precious 
oportunity. Your Importuni- 
ty hath fercht out this Sermon 
of Oportunity from me : and 
I have given you here more 
then I preacht, the time be- 
ing too narrow to deliverall at 


once, 


—— 


once, and therefore I was fain 
to omit many things in the 
Pyſpit, whick I hadin my pa- 
pers : The Spiricof the Lord 

Preach it all over againe to our 


hearts - I commend you to 
the Lord, 


Who am 
.Youry moſt deeply obs 
liged to Honour and 
Serve you, 


Tho. FRoOYSELL. 


Clan, Offob.-. 
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To his 

Mighly HonNokEgD 
obhn Walcot of 


alcot Eſquire. 


{4 aa In phbliſhing this Ser- 
Js (' Preached at your 
oF Fathers Fugerall) 1 could 
= not but publiſh ff your to New 
#0 it, or it to your Name, 
meer to him, for Eyery py is i 
Father mu plied, "He loved*yow 
dearly, for his (and your own) "les r 
cannot but love and. bonoxr you 
bighly. 

This Sermon was Preached for him, 
but it was Preacheq tb you;amd theres 
fore God looks that it ſhould work uþ- 
0#.y0u :. For at that time you had two 
Preachers at once Preaching to Ju, 

| We 
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the Preacher in the Coffin, and the 
Preacher in the Pulpit : He preacht to 
you that you muſt dye, This Sermon 
preach't to you how you muſt live : lis 
Death preach't to you, that time will 
be gone;This Sermon Preacheth to you, 
how you ſhould improve your time : 
As death 1s the:way to eternall 
life, ſo an holy life is the way to 
an happy death : Toxr good Father 
dyed old, and you may dye young + as 
God writes ſome mens life in words at 
length, ſo ſonetimec God i: pleaſed to 
write in (hort-hand cut a long life in- 
to.uſmall Many 70cble : and therefore 
tarne aud wigtae jour preſent ftock of 
time to the beſt ; and grow rich in 
grace upon __ , | bt d: <4 | 
Remember © & 
T. Tow cannot begin too ſoone to 
ſerve Jeſws Chriſt : One may begin $00 
late, but he can never begiz 10 ſoon to 
ſerve Jeſws Chriſt : .Where ſhould the 
Flower of your "Age grow but 3 the 
Garden of his ſervice 2 It is the "_ 
0 


An Epiſtle. 


| of the Devill to diſcourage Early holi- 
meſſe : He that goes ont betimes in the 
morning, i more like fo diſpatch bis 
| Journey, than he that lingers till the 
day be ſpent. 

2 Ton can never do too mnch for 
Jeſus. Chriſt : Religion knows no 
(a) exceſſe : ou cannot ſavour too 
much of holineſſe : as there be ſome 
perſons that cannot beare the ſmell of 
Musk and ſweet preſumes, it fils their 
brains aud makes them fich ſo Hypo- 
crites, (and they are Hypocrites that ) 
canuot abide the ſmell of holy preciſe- 
neſſe,and the ſcent of ſtricne{ſc; Paul 
ids us be fervent in ſpirit(#1%, that (2) Rebizin 
is, ſeething hot ) ſerving th? Lord * poteſf babere 
Qui non zelat, non amat, He that xcdjun from: 
hath not zeale for Chriit, hath not = þ Tm 
love to Chriit: True zeale 1s 2 Seal poteft ramen ha: 
of our Eledion + Stridneſ: and vere exceſum 


ſecunlum quan- 


exatneſſe is tbe beauty an4 luſtre of tizam proper. 


Religion : 1 ſay, you cannot doe too 11M» Prout 
& Jay, y ſcilicet in cul 


wmch for Jeſus C brist, he hath done 7; 6 4. 


ſo much for #4: And what dath Chriſt quid qu1d fieri 
B require nm debt Aquri 


Bp» Halt. 
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+ 4.9-2.01- require of you, but be did the ſame for 
hoe peſt J0uF Is he not wpon equall termes with 
ſerre 1js & you ? Nay before hand with you? If 
mpardunn'* x, 2e cals you to bear the Croſſe for him, 
Franz & Plin Aid he not bear @ greater Croſſe for 
1 acundi ſum you? Grace puts 10 liznits to belineſſe: 
qui av-ni; 7 He that makes God his End, thinks be 
Me © (5 Maj) £aw mever have enough of God, or be 
Fon ee; £09 boly for God ; And though bis 
ies defines. 4» 4Fions of bolineſſe, and his forward» 
rſs. Fris eſſe in them over-run bxs Credit, or 
Ne ftp fo over-throw his E ſtate,yet he cares not, 
on pj ofcribi- repents not 5, for tis uot bis Endto 
147, preſerve himſelſe, but to ſerve Jeſus 
Chriſt upon himſelfe, 
3 Holineſſe is no upſtart : Under 
hich notion the world looks upon it : 
as if preciſen'ſſe in Religion were a 
new faſhion taken up, and put on by 
Jome but of late : No Holineſſe was; 
the firſt Suite that ever was put upon 
thc back of mans nature : 'Tis more 
natural! to man to be righteous; Sin io 
againſt nature:*T3 a defet of nature 


It arne (as 1 may ſay ) of the wronghu; 
fd 
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fade of the Hedge, a meer Baſtard : 

| God is not the Parent of it, it hath 

nothing of God in it, »1was the Devil 

| that begat it upon mans nature , and 

| therefore 'tis of a latter Edition then 

2 grace; Grace was, When ſin was not : 

} Let us make man(/a;th God )in our 

\ 7 Image, after our likenefle : Tow ſee 

' | Grace is of a moſt ancient houſe,of the 

» |} higheſt antiquity, and therefore if any 
r || thing will, it will ennoble you. 

t, | 4 And that you may be heated into 

'o | zeale for Jeſus Chriſt , Live in the 

Scripture fire:as the Salamand:r(they 

ay) lives in the fire, ſo do you live in 

he Scripture, 4s your Elements It will 


t : Bſcorch you into an holy love to Jeſus 
2 4 KCbriſtzNo book becomes your hand like 


be Bible 5, It made David wiſer ther 
bis Teachers; 'Tis this Book that 
wakes Preachers, and this Book is the 
aFpeſt Preacher ; This Booke will preach 


Preachers and 'Hearers muſt be 
G$udged at the laſt day ; This Book will 
ſat B 2 expound 


Eccl. 7, 20. 


Gen. I, 26. 


0 you in your Chamber ;, By this Book _ 


An Epiſtle. 


expound to you that hidden Book that 

is within you , your Conſcience , The 

Book of Conſcience is a ſecret and in» 

tricate piece, very fcw are well read in 
it, moſt deceived by it ; but this Book, 
of Scripture Tſay, this Bookwill diſ.. | 
cover it,and fhew you all the Errata in 

it 5 it will ſearch your very heart,and | 
tell all it « ſecrets to you, nay this Book, | 
will tell out Gods heart to you, and his | 
(cc) Tgs odi inde concerning you,( cc )Luther 
libyos meos , & bated bis own Books, and ( ſaith he) I 
ſeep "7 often wiſh they were all loſt, fea- | 
+++... Dna ring Jeafſt they ſhould hold 
txr leforer, (5 Readers 10 delay, and take them 
—_—_ off from reading Scripture, 

Scripwre,que Jerome gives a ſtrange narrative 
{via omni {api« of þimſelfe, how he was dragged to the 
enbe yers fy ; ribuwal/, becauſe-he had read Cicero 
more greedily then he did the Scrip- 
ture 5 Feing asked of my condition, 
(/aith he) I anſwered, Twas a Chriſti 

an ; Thou lyeſt ( ſaith the Judge ) 
Cicerontanus es, non Chriſtianus 
1 hou art a Ciceronian,not a Chriſtian 


for 
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for where thy Treaſure is, there': 

chy heart alſo. Preſently (ſaith be) 

I was put to ſilence, and had not a 
word to lay; and among the ſtripes 

} (for be had commanded me to be bea» 

| Þ ten; Iwas ſcorched more with the fire 
- 3 of Conſcience,conſidering with my ſelf 
| * thatVerſe, In the Grave who will 
| ©} givetheethanks? Ther 7 began to 
& © cry, Have mercy upon me,O Lord, 
s ' have mercy upon me ; This voice 
r || ſounded loud amidſt the ſcourgings ; 
I } Atlaſt, they that ſtood by, caſting 
3- | themſelves downe at the Preſidents 
d i knees, prayed him, th it he would par” 
m * dox my youth,and give place of repen” 
tance to my Error, Then he requiring 

ve ' puniſhment, if at any tim? I read 
he | heathen Fooks, I, who in ſuch a caſe 
ro aonuld have promiſed you greatcr 
ip- matters, began to ſwear deeply,ſaying, 
on, Lord if at any time Iſhould read thoſe 
ſtil ſecular Books, IT have denyed thee ;, 
e i And ſo upon this Oath he was 
wsSyY diſmiſſed 5 And he adds moreover, 
B 3 Neither 


Palm 6. 
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Neither was this aſleep or a waine 


dreame, with which we are o 

deluded , Witneſſe that Tribunal 
before which I lay ; Witneſſe that 
ſevere judgement which 1 trewbled 


at, that I pray God Inever fall again | 


into ſuch examination by torment z, 


1 confeſſed, had my ſhoulders black, | 
and blew, and felt the blowes after | 


"ES ot See. a. 


wy ſleep, and have ſince read Gods | 
word with ſuch endeavour, as 1% 


never read before any human writing, : 


Thus far Saint Jerome 5; Now let 
this paſbige awake you , and all of 


#u , Let us lay afide the ſublimeſi 
curioſities of mans it, all Volunmes 


fr —_ And all imployments 
or heaven, 


Wing your haſte , you have the 
flouriſhing plumes of Age upon you, 
How farre might you fly and ſcoar 
ud quite to an heaven of experi- 
ence, and communion with Jo 


do 


b| 
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© Chriſt, if you mould looſe no time, 


I ſay, if you would looſe no time, T hope 
you will not , I pray you may not , 
For you may ſee in this Sermon, That 
opportunity is an #nvaluable Trea- 
ſure, and yet a tranſient Treaſure , it 
carrieth laſting things along with 
it, and yt it ſelfe laits not, ſtayes 
ot mith us, Tu may ſee in this 
Sermon , what great things you 


s may looſe your ſelfe if you looſe your 


opportunitie, you #2ay looſe your ſelf 
if you looſe yonr oppertanitie, 

God hath ſet you upon the 
higher ground, above many in 
the world, A& highly for him 
Lay up a Rich ſtock of Grace 
within you ; that you may 
bave an heart to at for him 
in publick; I wiſh you pro- 
{perity here., felicity here. 
after; Accept this Dedication 


B 4 from 


An Epiſtle, 


4 


ov 


from him, who doth, and ſhall : 

ever reſt, : 

Your real ſervant in 
CHRIST JESUs, | 


THho. FROYSELE. 


Clun, OFob. 
8. 1651. 
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THE GALE 
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OPPORTUNITY. 


JOHN 11, 8, 


For the Poore alwayes ye have 
with you, but me ye have 
not alwayes. 


= F-thinks I ſce a ſad 
F374 1 concourſe of of peo- 
ple before me this 
day; and truly who 
| can be hereand not 
be ſad? A great man 
and a good man is fallen this day, 
Helived amiable,and dyed defire- 
able; 


Eccl. 12. 5, 
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able; Iam perſwaded, you could 
all inde 1n your hearts to with 
him into life again, but that you 
are loath to diſpleaſe God ; We 
muſt ſubmit and kiſle the hand of 
providence 1n the death ot our 
deareſt friends and Saints : We 
are now to performe our laſt office 
to him , we have brought him 
from his houſe to his bouſce, I 
mean his grave, which muſt houſe 
bim up till the great day ofthe 
Reſurredon. 

You ſee what Death doth, it 
plucks up the eree by the roots, 
the Cedar as well as the 8brab: To 
day we are green, within a little 
while we are not feen : Stay but a 
few dayes, and ſuch a day as this 
will be thy day : And therefore 
that we may make aſerious and 
ſpiritual] uſe of this occaſjon,turn 
youreyeandcaſt your thoughts 
upon the word3 of my Text. 


For 
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For the poore ye have alwayes 


with you, but me ye have not 
alwayes, 


Theſe words are the words of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſas Chriſt, 
and they are ap Apolgy, or De- 
fence which he makes for a poor 
Saiot, who baving donea good 
worke (an ad of love to Jeſws 
Chriſt) was cenſured for it. 

1 The work which was done, 
you ſhall ſec in the 3. verſ. Ther 
took Mary a pornd of ointment, of 
Spikenard, very coftly, aud anointed 
the feet of Jejus, And wiped his feet 
with her hair, and the Houſe was filled 
with the odour of the ointment. 

Obſerye: 

1 The dear Saints are full of love 
to Jeſus Chriſt: 

2 Leve will ſpareno coſt : the 
Saints will ſpend the Spikenard 
of their credit,and the oy of their 
life upon Jeſus Chriſt, where we 
dearly love Chriſt, nothing is too 

dear for him. 2 You 


of Opportunity. 


2 You ſhall finde this work 
of loye eclipled, and cenſured in 
the 4th verl, Ther ſaith one of his 
Diſciples, Tudas Iſcariat, Simons Son 
which ſhould betray him Why was not 
this ſold for three hundred pence, and 
given to thee poore? 

Obſervation, There js no ation 
ſo good, but ſome or other will be 
quarrelling with it, and find ſome 
faultinjt : The beſt ations are 
capable of cenſure and difallow- 
ance : The nobleſt ations may 
have a ſcarreof reproach and ceti= 
{ure put upon them : 

And this he ſaid(faith the 6.v. ) 


not that be cared for the poor, but be- - | 


cauſe he was a Thiefe,and had the bag 
and bare what was put therein, 
Obſerv. Avarice wants not beau - 
eifull pretences :Hypocrites carry 
foul fins under a fair vail. | 
3 Now follows Chrilts Apolo« 
gy and defence of her, y. 7. Ther 


ſaid Jeſus Let her alone, 
| obſer. 
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Obſerv. Jeſus Chriſt will take Nibilnoe ca- + 
his Saints part and plead their CR 1 
cauſe againſt the wicked. probat Dews. 

The Lord Chriſt pleads and Ferus- 
juſtifies her ation by two argu. 
ments. 

1 Theone Argument, from the 

end of the ation, The hononr of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, ver. 7.| Againſt the day of 
my burying hath ſhe kept this) That 
is, ye doe willingly allow ſweet 
balmes and rich —_— for the 
dead : Now Iam within alittle of 
death; Behold this woman hath 
herein reached beyond your con- 
ceit, ſhe hath done this (as her laſt 
office) toward my buriall : I hope 
you will affoord me thoſe ſolem. 
nities of honour which are given 
to others at their buriall ; now, 
againſt the day of my Buriall hath 
ſhe kept this. 

2 Theother Argument of de- p,,fens pro fu-- 
fence be takes from the opportu- te, ut x of 
nity of it 3 ſhe hath now an op- _— 

portunity 


of Opportunity. 
portunity to ſhew me kindnefſle, 


which within a little while will be 


taken from her [Foy the poor alwayes 
bave with you, but me ye have not 
alwayes | and therefore let her 
ſhew me kindneſle while ſhe may: 
Te have not me alwayes with you:that 
is, ye ſhall not have mealwayes 
with you : Indeed, 7 a7 with you 
alway even wato the end of the world. 
in reſpe& of my divine preſence, 
but me ye bave not alwayes with you, 
ia reſpe& of my human preſence, 
Six dayes hence I dye, and goe to 
Heaven, I goe quite away from 
you, and you ſhall neither ſee me, 
nor haye me again among you to 
perform any ſuch offices of reſpe& 
co me, and therefore as for this 
action, ſhe doth well totake the 
opportunity, which will be taken 
from her. Obſerve, and 'cis the 
point I ſhall diſcourſe of at this 
time : 
Dod. 
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DoQR. There is an opportunity for 
good, which if we negleF, 
we way never have the like 

4247Rts, 

{ And therefore Mark rendreth it 

© thus, for you havs the poore with you 

* alwayes, and whenſoever you will you 

may do them good,  i.c.at any time] 


* but me(ſaith Chriſt) ye have wot als 


wayes. That is, you ſhall never 
Z want the opportunity of ſhewin 

© Kkindnefle tothe poor, for ye ſhall 
© Never want poor among you; the 
poor that want,youſhall not want 
= among you, they ſhall alwayes 
3 dwell among you, ſome poor or 
other as objefts of your Charity : 
but you cannot al _—_ performe 
ſervice tomein my body,for you 
ſhall not have me alwayes in this 
viſible forme and preſence with 
you. And therefore benot angry 
with this woman, in that whilſt I 
am preſent in body,ſhe hath done 
this ſervice to my body; The 
houre 


Marke 14, 7. 


> 


Luke I7, 22 


of Opportunity. 


houre is comming you ſhall wiſh 

* todoethelike, but cannot 3 The 
opportunity will be gone, when I 

- amgone, ye ſhall deſireto ſee one 

Docemur bx Of the days of the Son of man, and 


verte r nov y© ſhall not ſee it: Andtherefore I 


pereri, quand) - ay, 
Ccung; &t quams There if an opportunity of good = 


—_— which i f. we negledF we may never have 


nim ſemper is the like againe. 

poterimur.Feru Time and opportunity differ : 

_ Timeis the duration or ſucceſſion 
of hours : days, or years, oppor- 
tunity is a concurrence of all other 
helps with time to crowne your 
deſires, and give birth to your de- 
ſigues, opportunity is a meeting 
of time and means together to 
effe& the end, when time and the 
means are married and lodged 
together they beget opportuni- 


ty. 

a Asthe Marriner that intendsa 
voyage, Riggs his Ship, lyeth rea- 

- dy in the Haven, and waits the 

wind, 
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| of Opportunity. 
= wind, his time is all the time he 
* ſtayes there : His opportunity 1s 


' when time, and tide, and wind 


'F and 


© meete together 


X away. 


* A1fyou would ſpeak with a man 
$ upon ſuch a day, your time is any 
& hour in the day, but your oppor- 
T tunity,to ſpeak with him 1s, when 


all other 


accomadation 


3 


Occaſronem pars 
Temporis,habenz 
2 in ſed alicujus 
S idoneam facteng 


to {end him 4 it non faciens 


opportunitatem, 
Cicero. Lb.r, 
jevent. 

xpIror Tem- 
Ps , ſpatium 

te mporis in ge- 
nere : K11pds; 
vero opportynt- 
ta Ret! geren« 


@ he is at home,and can be at leiſure de, quem Te- 


and will afford you his company: 
When all theſe claſpe together, 


rentius artice- 
lam vocat. Pa- 
ſor. in x1 tz, 


that's your opportunity: So ſup. Ii, 55.6, 
poſe thy buſineſs be to ſpeak with 
God, and ſeek him tor grace or 
comfort, thy time to ſpeak with 
God is all thy life time, butthy 


opportunity to ſpeak with God 


is, when he is at home, and can be 
found; when he gives thee a heart 
toſpeak to him, and hath a heart 

oſpeak with thee, and therefore 


faith the Prophet , Seckye the Lord 
C 


while 
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while he ray be found,call yenpon hine 
while he is neer : when all theſe are 
twiſted together,that's the thread 
of thine opportunity. 

Time without opportunity is 
like a body without the Soule, a 
dead thing and meer inanimate 
carkafſe, and as the body isleft 
without the Soul,fo is time many 
times left without her opportuni=» 
ty 


$o that time may ſtay, when 
opportunity 15 Joſt : time may be 


preſent when opportunity is paſt: 
the tree of time may (ſtand when 
the leaves of opportunity are 
dropt of : The ſtumpof time may 
ſtick faſt 1n the root, when the 
branches of opportunity are cut 
down:the head of time may ſtand, 
when the golden haires of oppor- 
tunity are fallen off: when op- 
portunity 1s gone, the head of 
time1s bal 
And thereforelI ſay, that there 
1s 


of Opportunity. 


is an opportunity for good, which 
if we negleq we may never have 
the dke againe. 

And this I wil ſhew you in two 
things: 

1 There Is att opportunity of 
receiving good, which if we neg- 
lect, we may neyer have the like 
agaIne. 

2 There is an opportunity of 
doing good, which if we neg- 
le&, we may never have the like 
againe » 

There1s an opportunity to get, 
and aw opportunity to att ; an op- 
portunity to lay up, and an op- 
pottunity to lay out ſpirituall 
treaſures, which if we neglect we 
may never have the like a- 
gaine. 

1 Ifaythereis an opportunity 
of receiving govd, which if we 
neple&t; may be we ſhall neycr 
haverhelike againe. 

1 Sometimes there 1s an op- 

C2 portunity 


portunity to beger faith in us, 
which if we negleCt we may neyer 
have the like again 3 as you may 
Eſai. 7, 1% ſee in Eſai. And the Lord ſpak again 
HI,1'2, . » 
unto Ahaz, ſaying, Ask thee a ſign of 
the Lord thy God, «5k it either in the 
depth beneath,or in the height above: 
Fut Abaz ſaid, I will not ask, neither 
will I tempt the Lord, Ask a Signe, 
where thou wilt where thou thin» 
keſt it may be the greateſt miracle, 
and give thee the great«(t (ati: fa» 
Aion, either in the depth, or in the 
hezght on earth, or in heaven. 
Ah what an opportunity had 
Ahaz here offered to inſpire him 
with faith ! A miracle where he 
(4) Ratio ſigni would, and what he would ; for 
autem (4wd the Prophet (a) preſcribes not 
es 4 what ſigne «Ahaz ſhould ask, leſt 
<a retinqui» haply the truth of the miracle 
r Pers. , Might be ſuſpetted ; but leaves it 
quam velr efſe : n a 
{ habe, jrve £O the Kings own option and free 
in 'wremis fo choice, whether he will have it 
ag - towards the depth or height, in 
wir earth 
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of Opportunity. 
earth or heaven, if earth were too 
low for a miracle, to heigthen his 
faith, he ſhould have one as high 
as heaven, 

Ah ſweet opportunity / ah 
ſtrong opportunity to work ſuch 
a faith in 4haz,as to truſt God for 
ever ; here was an opportunity 
for him to try God, to put the 
word of Gud to an experience 
and ah / what ſcope had he ? Ask 
a Signe in earth or Heaven, where 
thou wilt, and what thou wilt? 1 
willnot grudge 1t, any thing to 
mount thy faith beyond the 
Region of feare and doubting; to 
make thee and my people 7ſrael 
belceve in me, thy faith ſhall want 
for nothing to ſupport it ; God 
gave him leave to be his owne 
Carver. 

As when a great friend comes 
to your houle, you entertain him 
in this Language, Sir, command 
all that's here, ask what you'l 
C 2 have, 


Fe, 
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have 'tis yours ; $o did God be | 
ſpeak 4baz, all that's in heaven or 7 
earth is, for this minute, at thy 
ſervice, the choiceſt miracle that | 
heaven orearth can yeeld to ban» 
quet thy faith, command 1t, 'tis 
thine: what a rich table of oppor- 
tunity did God ſpread for him? 
What variety of diſhes [ a fign 
from Heaven or earth ] did the 
Lord ſet before him, to entertain 
and feaſt his faith? Thus doth God 
condeſcend to ſinners; when they 
wil not come up to him, he comes 
down to them : This was kind. 
nes enough to ſtrike the fire of 
faith out of the hardeſt flint; Ah 
what an opportunity was hereloſt 
2nd once loſt, 'twas loſt for ever : 
we read not that the like was ever 
offered eAhaz any more, but he 
grew worſe : when men deſpiſe 
Gods opportunities, they grow 
worle & worſe.So again,youhave 
another ſad inſtance in 2 Kings; 
where 


* - 
ft. Pr 
+ . t 


- - 
—_ 


Rx" ” : 


+ % 7 
oy 


_ kx. Be. bk Sh. ras 


5 
E 


of Opportunity. 


where Eliſha prophecied in a time , xj, ,,r, 2. 


of ſcarcity, Thus ſaith the Lord, to 
worron about this time ſhall a meaſure 
of fine flowre be ſold for a Shekel, and 
two meaſures of bartey for a ſheket in 
the gate of Samaria ; then a Lord on 
whoſe hand the King leaned, an(wered 
the man of God, and ſaid, Behoid, Tf 
the Lord would make windows in hea- 
ven, might this thing be? and he aid, 
Behold Thox ſhalt ſee it with thine eyes 
but (halt not eat thereof: And fee this 
verificd. And the King gave the 
Lord, on whoſe hand he leaned, the 
charge of the gate, and the people trod 
upon him in the gate, and be dyed as 
the man of God had ſaid, He ſeeththe 
plenty for conviction of his unbe- 
lief, but he dyeth and taſtes it not 
as a puniſhment of his unbeliete. 
2 Sometimes an opportunity 
of repentance, and ſo of receiving 
pardon 1s given to a man which it 
he neglect, he may ne ver haye the 
like again - Such an opportunity 
C 4. Judas 
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Judas had : Judas had conceived a 
plot in the womb of his intention 
tobetray Jelus Chriſt, and form'd 
It up into a conſpiracy with the 
Phariſees to deliver him to them 
yet Jeſus Chriſt gives him an 
opportunity once more to repent 
and recall himſelf before it be too 
late ; Verily I ſay unto you, one of you 
(ball betray me, He that dippeth bis 
band with me in the diſh,the ſame ſhal 
betray me. 1he Son of man gotth, as 
it is written, but woe unto that man 
by whom the Son of man is betrayed, 
it had been good for that man if he 
had not been borne, 
A h Judas! What a thunderclap 
1s here ſent from heaven to awake 
thee? what a warning piece goeth 
off to ſcare thy ſoul out of fin ? 
T wa3 a providence thou ſhouldſt 
fit at table once more with Chriſt, 
to heare ſomething fall from his 
lips that might melt thy heart ; 
| Ah, what an opportunity hadſt 
thou 


of Opportunity. 
© thounow put into thine hand, to 
© Tepent, and retra&t thy pur ole ? 
# for the Lord Jeſus doth dilcoyer 
bis fin, and doth difſwade him 
from his ſin. 
x He doth diſcoyer the 

Sin, 

But not the perſon yet. 

I ſay, He doth diſcover the ſin 
[ one of you ſhall betray me] the Lord 
Jeſus diſcovers the fin that he 
might recover the ſinner, He 
ſhewed bim his fin, that he might 
not fin, he ſhewed him his fin 
before hand,that he might not fin 
underhand : he did ſtrike the fin 
that he might open a veine of 
confeſſion in Judas, and make him 
bleed kindly : Ah what an op- 
portunity was here for Judas to 
confelle and be forgiven ? 

2 But he doth not diſcover the 
perſon yet : he doth not name 
him that he might not ſhame him; 


he opens the (19 but not the per- 
ſon, 
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ſoa, that he might thaw him and 7 
not harden bim : that he might 7 


winne him, but not irritate and 7 


provoke him: Jeſus is yet tender 
of his credit, how much more of 
his ſouls what an heavenly dew 
of opportunity drops it ſelf upon 
Judas to moyſiten his heart ? 

In like manner, what an oppor. 
tunity haſt thou (O Sinner )to 
repent when God ſhall reprove 
thy ſecret Adulteries, and unjuſt 
dealings, and hypocriſte 1n a 
Sermon, and not diſcover yet ? 

He doth difiwade him from his 
hn by two arguments, 

By Love and Terrour ; 

t .By Love, He that dippeth his 
band with we in the diſh, the ſame 
ſhall betray me : which words were 
not ſpoken to diſcover Judas by 
this ſigne, but to aggravate his ſin, 
as if he thould ſay, my fellow 
commoner, one of my familiar 
friends, that eats of the ſame diſh 

with 


of Opportunity. 


of with me ſhall! betray me. 


* AndhereChriſt endeavours to 

= melt the heart of #425, and cauſe 
him to forbeare, by an argument 
fetcht from all the kindnefle and 
intimacy that had been fo long 
between them : what, my friend: 
my familiar? who doth not only 
fit at the ſame Table with me, but 
eat of the ſame diſh with me, will 
he betray me? will that hand that 
hath been with me in the ſame 
diſh, dip and dyeit ſelfe into a 
Crimſon colour in my blood ? he 
diſlwades him by love,by the law 
of love and friendſhip. 

2 He difſlwades him by Terror: Mat 26. 24. 
The Son of man goes as it is written 
of him, but woe untothat man b 
whone the Son of man is betrayed, it 
had been good for that manif he had- 
not been born: where obſerve, 

1 The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be- 
wayles not himfelf, but Judas,even 
whilſt he threatens J#das,he pities 
| Tudas : 
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Tudas: woe unto that man by whom | 
the Son of man is betrayed. E; 

2 Hedothnot yet unmask and 

diſcloſe Judas ; he carries the per- | 
ſon yet in the clouds, he doth not 
as yet lay individu, Woe to thee 
O J=dar; but ſpeaks ſtil] in the 
general), Woe to that man by whom 

the Son of man is betraied : the 10di- 
vidual diſcovery of Judas comes in | 
afterwards, and here Jeſus Chriſt 

_ with this threatning way» 

lay - Judas, to make him retreat, 
mad (b) ſeeking his ſalvation, 7t had 
puder nin vice» been good for that man if he had not 
rateorr gant de- beew bory : as if he had ſaid, if no+ 
nncias/uP?P"" thing elſe yet will, if nothing that 
in cap,26 Mat. hath been ſaid, yet can recall the 
Traytor from his purpoſe of fin- 

ning, yet let this one thing be- 
ſpeak him, and turne his heart 
quite about, his own ſafetie, his 

own fearful] condition, which wil 
follow upon his ſin, let that put a 
ſtop to his progreſle: Woe unto that 

rar 
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man by whom the Son of man is be= 
* trayed, it had been good for that man 


if he had mot been borne. 

Here the door of opportunity 
ſtood open to Judas, and Feſus 
Chriſt ſtood 1n the door to invite 
J#das, but he had notan heart to 
goe 11, and the opportunity was 
preſently ſhut againſt him, and he 
never had the like again : he goes 
away,& becomes his own Execu- 
tioner ; ,J«dar betrayes Chriſt,and 
after betraies himſelf, when Chriſt 
called him, he would not repent 
kindly,and now he meets with an 
unkind repentance that Swalows 
him up 1n the gulph of deſpaire. 

3 A man may have an opportu- 
nity given him to ſave his life,and 
ſo by conſequent to fave his ſou), 
which it he neglects he may pever 

haye thelike again.I wil give you 
two ſad inſtances, the one is Lots 
children in Sodome : Then the men 
Said unto Lot , whom haſt thou yet 
bere, 


Gen, 19, 12, 
I3, 144 


'1Þe Oa 
here, either ſor in Law, or thy ſous or 


thy daughters, or whatſoever thou haſt bk 


in the City, bring it owt of this place; 
for we will deftroy this place, becauſe 


/ 


F R 


the cry of them is great before the | 


Lord, and the Lord hath ſent us to de« 
ſtroyit. 

The Saints are ſo neer to God, 
that he wil favethoſe that are neer 
to them, for their ſakes ; God 


would be a friend to Lots friends, 


a father to hts children. And Lot 
went out and ſpake nnto by ſons in 
law which married his Danughters,and 
ſatd, Up, get yee ont of this place, for 
the Lord will deſtroy this City : Be- 
hold here's their opportunity ! an 
opportunity to ſave their lives 
from fire andbrimſtone, and for 

ought I know, their ſfoules from 

the fire of hel] ; O golden oppor- 

tunity ! for a mans life 1s his trea- 

ſure, an-oppottunity to fave ones 

life is the life of all opportunities, 

and theretore poote Lot goeth to 

them : 


of Opportuntty- 
= them, Grace doth not extinguiſh na- 
& ture: he flyeth upon wings of love 
= to them, and tels them, he warnes 
& them like a Prophet,and beſpeaks 
& them like a Father : but what ſay 
they ? he ſeemed as one that mocked 
to bis (ons in Law ; and ſo he leaves 
them, for his time was ſhort, and 
now their opportunity is gone 
and theyare gone too : Farewell 
now,.you are all dead men and 
women : God firſt raines down 
the galden drops of opportunity 
upor..them to faye their lives 
whichthey negleft, and preſent. 
ly he xajns downe ſhowres of fire 
and brimſtone on them, and takes 
away their lives. 

Another inſtance 1s 4h#b in the 


firſt of the Kings,” Vilt thou goe with *, 


me to baitil to Ramoth Gilead? and 
Jehoſbapiat ſaid to the King of Iſrael, 
T am as thou art, my people as thy peo- 
ple, my horſes as thy. borſes, and Te- 
hoſhaphat ſaid, unto-the King of 
Ijrael 


x1 Kings 22,4, 
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Iſrael enqsire I pray thee at the word 
of the Lord to day, And Jehoſha- 
phat ſaid , is there not here a 
Prophet of the Lord beſides, that we 
might enquire of him? And the King 
of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat there is 
get one man Michaiah the Son of Im. 
lah, by whom we may enquire of the 
Lord, but Thate him, for he doth not 
prophecie good concerning me, but e- 
vil : And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, let not the 
King ſay ſo. And he ſaid, Iſaw all If» 
rael ſcattered upon the hills as ſheep 
that have not a ſheapheard, and the 
Lord ſaid theſe have no Mater, let 
them returne every man ts his houſe 
in peace: And Michaiah ſaid, if 
thou returne at all in peace, the Lord 
hath not ſpoken by me. 

Here was his opportunity to 
ſaye his life : but goe be will, his 
opportunity expires, and his lite 
too, for he never returnes alive a- 
g.ine, for a certain man drew a Bow 


at aventure, and ſmote the King of 
Iſrael 


of Opportunity.” 25 


Iſrael between the joynts of the har. Veil» 34 
nes, wherefore he (aid unto the driver 
of his Chariot, Turne thine hand and 
carry me out of the Hoſt, for I am 
wounded, IRS. 
[ A certain man drewa bowat 
a venture the man ſhot the Ar- 
row, but God aimed it : the man 
{hor at a venture, but God leyeld 
ic at 4hab : the man ſhotat he 
knew not who, but 4hab 1n the 
whole Army was Gods marks» 
man; Carry we away ſaith Ahab out 
of the Hoſt for I am wounded: Oh 
Abab;W hat thinkeſt thou now of 
Gods opporrcunitics! What ſaiſt 
thou now of Micaiahs word:?I 4m 
wounded ; ſaith Ahab, I beleeve 
thee,and the loſſe of thine oppor- 
tunity wounds thee more:there's 
death wounds in thy Soul,as well 
as 1n thy body. | 
4 When an hypocrite will not 
obey Gods expreſſe command, he 
may loſe his hcart,and his reſtrai- 
ning 


'* Pot curſe the people, for they are bleſſed 
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ning grace forever after; when. 
man loves a fin better then Gods 
command, God leaves him to his 7 
fin: When a man gives up himſelf } 
to a luſt, God finds a time to. give. | 
him up alſo, apd ſets hima going 
faſter: he opens the fluces, and 
puls down the bapkes; that the 
mans Juſt may run 1n a ful ſtream, 
and have nothing to checke it. 
Sinner ! God will one: time or 
other try thee ſecretly ,, witha 
caſting command, . a. command 
that ſhall have the caſting voice, 
and there's thine opportunity. to 
make or marr thy ſelfe for ever. 
The Glafle of Balaams ſtory 
wyl ſhew you the. face. of this 
truth jn it, when King Balak ſent 
tor Falaam to curfe the people: 1/- 
rael, God denyes him leavetogo, 
he ſets his command before him, 
Thou (halt not go with them thou ſhalt 


— Me. a dt. 


Here's Balaawrs Opportunity : the 
com- 


of Opportunity. 

command 1s ſet before him to try 
him, and Bulzam (tands now upoi 
the turning polat, But what's the 
itlue ? When the Meſſengers 
came again, Balaam lollicits God 
againe for leave to goe, Balack 
promiſes him tranſcendent and 
high rewards,and they (eal a deep 
impreſſion upon the ſoft wax of 
his coyetous heart,he is upon the 
wing:to be gone, and what then ? 
God-now in judgment gives him 
leave togoe; God came unto Balg- 
am at night , and ſaid uno bim, Tf vel. :c, 
the wen come to call thee, r:ſenp and 
goe wit h theme. 

But how can thefe ſtand toge- 
ther? inthe 12 verſe God ſaid un- 
to Balaarm, Thou ſhalt not goe with 
them; Burinthe 20 Verſe, If rhz 
men come to call thee, riſe up avid go? 
with them; Why did God bid him 
what before he did forbid him? At 
the firſtcime, when he told him 
1how ſbat t not one with th:11 ; Gog 
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ſhewed him the will of his appro» 


bation, but when at the ſecond i 


time God ſaid to him, Riſe up, and Þ 
goe with them, 'twas a command | 


with indignation. 

Some things God permits with 
indignation, not for that he gives 
leave to the aft, but that he gives 
a man overto his fin in the aq, 
This ſufferance implyes not fa- 
your, but judgem: nt; God never 
liked Balaams Journey, he diſplea- 
ſedly gives way to it. 

And now Balaam thine oppor- 
tunity 15 loſt, and thoua loſt man; 
God will now give thee up to 
thine own heart ; Falaam after 
this grows worſe and worſe; his 
heart is given up and hardned, 
ris ſteept in ſottiſhneſle, for an 
Angel ſtops him with a drawn 
{word inthe way, yet he hath a 
minde togoe, his Alle doth by 
miracle ſpeak, and yet he hath a 
minde to goe, ah Balaam! where's 
thine 


of Opportunity. 

thine underſtanding ? I ſee now 
thou art a gone man,forthine Aﬀe 
is wiſer then his Rider, the Afﬀſe 
becomes rational, Balzaw: becomes 
brutiſh, when men repel! Gods 
opportunities they become more 
brutiſh then the beaſts. 

5 A man may by one ſhort a& 
of fin bring a long curſe upon 
himſelfe and his poſterity: As Ham 
when he ſaw his Father Npah 
drunk, and uncovered in his 
Tent, Ah what an opportunity 
loſt he now? had he veiled his 
fathers nakednefle, and thrown a 
cloud over it, he had received a 
blefling : but he goeth and pro- 
claims 1t to his brethren,and they 
doe what he ſhould haye done; 
they covered their Fathers na- 
kedneſſe, and would not turn 
theireyes to ſee it. 412d Noah awoke 
from his wine, and knew what his 
younger ſon had done unto him, and 
he ſaid, Curſed is Canaan, a ſervant 
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(c\ Nec en'0n 
tantur hom nM 
verbum eft , 
ſed Dei, imo 
Plus of poi 
eſt p'6, hetta 
quam ultionts 
aviditas Ferus 
in loc. 

(d) Non du bit? 
lum chuſden 
cur parre ge” 
nt fuiſſ- (GG 
if ſam gueques 
ut patrem 11- 
fiſſe toe, 


Mercer. 
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of ſeruants ſball he be unto bj1 bre- 


thren, Canaan was Hams \on, Noab 
(c) as Gods mouth ) prophecierth 
a curſe upon the ſon, forthefi. | 
thers 19; alihough ſomethinke 
( d) that Canaan firſt ſaw Noabma- 
ked, and deriding him alone, 
called his father to bear him com- 
paay In that contempt; Here Ham 
1s curſed in his ſon Canaan, and a 
curſe entailed not only to Canaan, 
but to his poſterity. Noah prophe- 
cies a long ſeries, and chaine of 
curſes upon Canaar and his chil. 
dren :he makes the curſe heredi- 
tarytotkename 2nd nation of the 
Canaanites, DYAy "Ay Aſervant of 
ſervants ſhall be be unto his brethren, 
that is, the vileſt ſeryant : forthe 
Hebrews exprefie the ſuperlative 
degrie by ſucha duplication, as 
[ vanity of vanities) that is, moſt 
vaine, a { ſong of ſcngs] a moſt 
excellent long : So here, A ſervant 
of fcruants, that 1s, the vileſt ſer- 
| vant: 


of Oppottmnity. 
vant : Ah heavy and prodigious 
curſe! for the Kernel and quintel: 
ſence of this curſe was ſpiritual), 
whereby Canan and his poſterity 
are ſealed up fot ſlaves to fin,and 
excommunicate fromthe Church 
of God : what a brave opportu- 
nity did Hams looſe hereto get a 
largeand long bleſſing on himſelf 
and his poſterity ? and this op- 
portunity he loft tor ever;for the 
decree is gone forth, | a ſeryant of 
ſervants ſhalt rhou be. ] 

Soule, thy not obeying God in 
ſuch anick of time may looſe thee 
thou knoweſt not what:thedoing 
or not doing of one at may undo 
thee for eyer : See another in» 
ſtancein Saul | And thou ſhalt goe 
down before me to Gilgal, and behold 
I will come down unto thee to offer 
burnt offerings, and to ſacrifice ſacri- 
ficts of peacc-r fſerings, ſeaven dayes 
thou ſhalt tarry till I come to thee wnd 
ſhew thee what thow ſhalt doe. ] And he 
D 4 tarried 
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Verſe 10, 


13, 
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farried ſeaven dayes according to the 4 
ſet time that Sammel had apointed, ® 


but Samuel came not to Gilgal, and 


the people were ſcattered from him,&- | 
Saul ſaid. bring hither a burnt offer- | 
ing to me, and peace-offerings, and he 
off ered the burnt offering;and it came 
fo paſſe that as ſoon 4s he bad made an 
end of offering the burnt offering, be- 
hold s amwel came, and Saul went out 
to wcet bim that he might ſalute him: 
Samucl had bid Sazl ſtay ſeven 
dayes in Gilgal till he came :; fix 
dayes heſtayeth, and part of the 
ſeaventh, he had but a little part 
of a day to expect longer ; his 
impatience. will not give him 
leave, for he offereth Sacrifice be- 
fore S4mmel comes, and he had no 
ſooner offcred ſacrifice but Samuel 
came; «As ſoon as he had made an 
end of offering the burnt offering, 
behold Samuel came, and tels him, 
thou haſt wone fooliſhly, for now, 
mark the word fnow?} now would 

the 


' of Opportunity. 
* the Lord have eft abliſhed thy King- 


® done upon Iſrael for ever : This one 
* opportunity improved would 
have ſealed thee the Kingdome; 
one a of obedience now, would 
have given thee alaſting mercy : 
this minute of time would have 
got thee a Crown : ſcarce iz Saul 
warme 1n his Kingdome when he 
bath even loſt it how neer may we 
be toa mercy and mifſeir?Could(t 
thou not walt alittle longer Sax/? 
{ Thou waſt within an inch of a 
Kingdom, within a haires breadth 
of - an eſtabliſhed fruition : Sax! 
waited till the ſeaſon, and then 
brake off : He got nothing by all 
his fix dayes waiting, becauſe he 
watcht not this ſeaſon :;and the 
reaſon is, becauſe though obedi- 
enceat all times pleaſe God, yet 
thereis a puncuall and peculiar 
ſeaſon of obedience, wherein he 
bleſſeth : all the other a&s of obe- 
dience are but preparatory, there 

Is 
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is aſpeciall 'nick and ſeaſon ofo- 
bedience, which . crownes with 
blefling ; perſeyeranceis the only 3: 
grace that grownes a Chriſtian: | 


Methuſ#leh lived nite hangred 
Ninety and tine years, if he had 
fallen away from grace at the nine 
hundred ninety and nine years 
end, all the good that be had 
done or got before had been = 


forgotten : To obtain a bleſſing, 


its not enough to obey God, but 
we mult obey him im that point 


znd nick of time wherein he will 
give thebleffing ; as to meet with 
atriend in a place; its not enough 
ro walk there often, you may 
walk there a week together, and 
got meet him,but you muſt walk 
there 1t that nick of time wherein 
he appoints yon the meeting. 


6 There is ſometimes an op-þ 


portunity given to receive ſome 
gift of the (pitit, which if we neg- 
left we thall never have the like 
( again ; 


of Opportunity. 
$again 2: a8'you may fee 'in Eliſbs, 
3-when Ehjab was to leave the 
=& world, and to rideinſtate tohea- 
Z-yen-i-his Coach or bright: Chari- 
ot, ſaith he to Bſbs, Arkwhbats 
ſhall dofornhie before be taken away x», - ” ON 
ſrom thee, and Eliſha ſaid, I pray thee 
het a dowble portion of thy ſpirit be up» 
on me, ſaith Elijah thou buſt 4s ked are 
hard thing 5, nevertheleſſe, if you ſee 
me when I am taken from thee it ſhatl 
| be ſo wito thee 5 but if not it ſhall not 
he jo : Andit came topaſſe as they ſt 
went av, and talked that behold there 
ap peared a.Chariot of fire, and horſes 
of fire, and Parted them both aſunder, 
and Elijah went up by a whirlewinde 
into heaven , 4nd Eliſha ſaw it, 
Oc. 
Here was a tick|#fhopportuni- 
S ty, a ſlippery opportunity ; had 
- Eb/oba mifled it, he had never had 
the hike againe : So mayſt thou 
have ſome galesandruſhings in of 
theſpirit, to put thee on to duty, 
ſome 
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ſome breathings of the ſpirit to | 
blow upthy cold heart into holy 


heats and deſires ; ſome coruſca- 
tions and beams of the ſpirit to 
enlighten thee, ſome joggings and 
provokings to heavenly minded- 
neſle, ſome ſtrengthnings of the 
ſpirit againſt a Juſt proffered thee, 
which 1f you put off it may be 
thou wilt never have the like 
againe. 

7 So when a man doth by pro- 
vidence isjoy the ſociety and 
company of a godly mar, that is, 
of a choice ſpirit ; here he hath an 
opportunity to taſte fruit from 
him, which if he negle&, he may 
never havethelike againe. 

A man may by providence be 
caſt upon-the company and fru. 
ition of ſuch a precious and fruit- 
full Chriſtian, ſuch an experien- 
ced Chriſtian, that he ſhall hard- 
ly meet with ſuch a one agaline in 
all bis dayes: Ah ! now how 

ſhouldſt 
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& ſhouldſt thou improve his graces 
= whileſt thou haſt bim 2 How 

| ſhouldſt thou ſuck experiences 
from bim 2 How ſoon he may be 
removed from thee, orthou trom 
him, thou knowelt not : provi- 
dencethat lends thee him and his 
graces for a while, may carry him 
from thee to another place; and 
then thou looſeſt thou knoweſt 
not what ; Ah! how will the loſſe 
of ſuch an opportunity afterward 
damp the ſpirit / 

Thus Felix, whilſt Pax! was in 
priſon, enjoyed a rich opportuni- 
ty; he had a rich Jewel in the 
Casket of opportunity 3 Ah what 
an improvement might Felix have 
made of Paxl all thattime? he had 
been happy Felix then ; Some- 
times he ſent for Pax and heard 
him reaſon of righteouſneſſe,tem 
perance and judgement to come 
but he might have had more of 

Paxls cempanry if he would; he 
knew 
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knew. not! what a price he'hadin 
his hand whilſt he had Paul inhis 
cuſtody z but! he loſt: his oppor. 
tunity,. for, within two years he 
was removed, andinever'enjoyed 
ſ\uch an opportunity again: And 
thus. I haye done with the firſt 
part. 

Secondly, There are Oppor- 
tunitiesof doing good, which it 
we negle we may never have 
the like aga1n. 

1. When you are travelling, 
and fall in upon the way with a 
man you-never ſaw before, and a 
thouſand to 'one never ſhall ſce a- 
gain; here's an opportunity for 
thee to doe his foul good; todrop 
heaven into his-ſoul ; which ſea- 
ſon thou- maiſt never haye again 
to ſeaſon him with a word of 
grace: Thus Philipfalling in with 
the Funach: whilſt he was riding 
on his way homeward from Zerw- 
ſalem, cloſed with bim, and prea- 

ched 
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hed Chriſt unto him, and was an an v. 35, 
Sinſtrument to ſave the ſoule of 3" 
zim whom he never ſaw before; 


nd- opportunity' co doe: good, 
which thou mai{t. never have 8+ 
gain. Time will ſtrip: thee of thy 
robes of Authorty; thou mailt 
lay down thy life before thou Jaift 
down thy Office's if not, yet an» 
mall Offices expire, and fall off: 
of 'ehemſelves, and' when thice: 
authority is gone, thy: opportn- 
nity/1s gone : a5 a man that hath 
a ſword'or a ſtaffe in his hand, if 
his ſtaffe be wrencht out. of: his 
hand; he hath loſt his opportunt- 
ty to foile his enemy ; ſo it is 
when the ſtaffe- of authority is 
paſſed out of thy hand unto ana» 

ther, thy time is/gone. 
Felix whilſt he was in Office, 
Was 
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ſome breathings of the ſpirit to 
blow upthy cold heart into holy 
heats and defires ; ſome coruſca- 
tions and beams of the ſpirit to 
enlighten thee, ſome joggings and 
provokings to heavenly minded- 
neſſe, ſome ſtrengthnings of the 
ſpirit againſt a luſt proffered thee, 
which if you put off jt may be 
thou wilt never have the like 
againe. 

7 So when a man doth by pro- 
vidence isjoy the ſociety and 
company of a godly may, that is, 
of a choice ſpirit ; here he hath an 
opportunity to taſte fruit from 
him, which it he negle&, he may 
never havethelike againe. 

A man may by providence be 
caſt upon-the company and fru. 
ition of ſuch a precious and fruit- 
full Chriſtian, ſuch an experien- 
ced Chriſtiin, that he ſhall hard- 
ly meet with ſuch a one againe in 
all bis dayes: "Ah / now how 
ſhouldſt 
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of Opportunity. 

ſhouldſt thou improve his graces 
whileſt thou haſt bim > How 
ſhouldſt thou ſuck experiences 
from bim 2 How ſoon he may be 
removed from thee, orthou trom 
him, thou knowelt not : provi- 
dence that lends thee him and his 
graces for a while, may carry him 
from thee to another place; and 
then thou looſeſt thou knoweſt 
not what ; Ah! how will the loſſe 
of ſuch an opportunity afterward 
damp the ſpirit / 

Thus Felix, whilſt Pax! was in 
priſon, enjoyed a rich opportuni- 
ty; he had a rich Jewel in the 
Casket of opportunity ; Ah what 
an improvement might Felix have 
made of Paxl all thattime? he had 
been happy Felix then ; Some- 
times he ſent for Pauland heard 
him reaſon of righteouſneſſe,tem 
perance and judgement to come 

but he might have had more of 
Paxls cempany if he would; he 
knew 
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knew- not; what a' price he'had in 
his hand whilſt he had Paw in his 
cuſtody 3 but! he loſt: his oppor. 
tunity,. for. within two years he 
was remoyed, and:never/enjoyed 
ſ{uch an opportunity again. And 
thus. I have done with the firſt 
part. 

Secondly, There are Oppor- 
tunitiesof doing good,. which if 
we negle we may never have 
the like agato. 

1. When you are travelling; 
and fall in upon the way with a 
man you-never ſaw before, and a 
thouſand to'one never ſhall ſee a- 
gain; here's an opportunity for 
thee to doe his foul good, todrop 
heaven into his ſoul ; which ſea- 
ſon thou maiſt never haye again 
to ſeaſon him with a word of 
grace: Thus Philipfalling in with 
the Funuch whilſt he was riding 
on his way homeward from Zerw- 

' ſalem, cloſed with bim, and prea- 
ched 


of Oppartnaity. 39 
ched Chrit unto him, and was an , At 8. 3s, 
inſtrument to ſave the ſoule of 3” 
him whom he never ſaw before; 
nor ever after ſaw again. 

2. When thou art in an office 

for a t1me, 1t may- be but one-year, 
thou art cloathed with autberty 
and- opportunity' co doe: good, 
which thou mai{t.neyver have 8+ 
gain. Time will ſtrip: theeof thy 
rubes of Authority, thou mailt 
lay down thy life before thou Jaift 
down thy Office'z. if not, yet an» 
mall Offices expire, and fall off! 
of ehemſelves, and when thice 
authority is gone, thy! opportu- 
nity/1s gone : as a man that hath. 
a ſword'or a ſ[taffe io his. hand, if 
his ſtaffe be wrencht out. of: his 
hand; he hath loft his opportuni- 
ty to foile his enemy ; ſo it is 
when the ſtaffe- of authority is 
paſſed out of thy hand unto anos 
ther, thy time is gone. 

Felix whilſt he wasin Office, 

Was 
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was inarried unto a gallant op- 
portuniity to releaſe Pax! out of 
Priſon, but he did not husband 
the opportunity, and he was di- 
yorced ftom it for ever, for ſaith 
the Text, after two years Portizs 
Feſt#s came into Felix room , and 
Felix willing to ſhew the Jewes a 
pleaſure left Pay! bound. 

+ 3 So when a man is dying, 
upon his deathebed; there you 
have an opportunity to doe his 
ſoul good; which you ihall never 
have again : Thus Chriſt droptin 
grace and good counſel! into the 
thiefe upon the Croſle,the Croſle 
was his death-bed, which had it 
Been omitted, the thiefs ſoul had 
been loſt within a few howres for 
ever, and the opportunity gone 
t00, 353 
4 So when a friend is in affliQti. 
on,then thou haſt an opportunit y 
to {trike whilſt the Iron is hot, to 
humble him while he is humbled; 

to 


of Opportumty. 
to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to.him 
while his heart is feaſoning and 
inelting : as the Jewes ond thoſe 
eaſterne people doe plough and 
fow- their ground when the for 
mer raine hath ſoftned it, Ah! 
Sow then =_ now is the oppor- 
tunity )I ſay, ſow theſeed of in. 


ſtruction upon a finners heart, 
whilethe former or latter raine of 
affliction fals upon him, it 1s a 
foftning time, a melting time 3 


while the raine' drops, the earth 
is ſoft: He that madea ſcorne of 
podlineſle before, will then be of 
another minde, and hear counſell 
then ifeyer he will hear it. 

5 So when a godly man 1s by 
providence caſt into a family, he 
hath an opportunity to diſtill 
ſhowres and drop divine influen- 
ces, whilſt (like a (tar) he is fixed 
there, which if he omits, he may 
never have the like againe : thus 
Paul being in the Jaylors family 

E preachr 
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preacht the Goſpel to him, and 
to his houſbold, and he believed 
in God (ſaith the Text) with all 

AR. 16. 34. his houſhold. 

6 So when a Miniſter hath in- 
tereſt 1n the hearts ofa people, 
let him improve it, and look to it, 

.for he knows not how ſoon the 
* tide way turn, and he neyer have 
"TOY thelike opportynity againe, 

7 Rich men, You that are1n 
proſperity and have your ſayley 
fild with gales of wealth, you 
have apportunities to honor God 
which others have not,and which 
if you negle& you may ſuddenly 
never have the like againe. 

1 You have wherewith to 
maintain and encouragethe Gol- 
pe), to give to the Saints; and 
truly it is the higheſt advance of 
riches, to make riches an jnſtru- 
mc<nt to adyance religion Oh then 
honour God with. thy ſubſtance, 
lay out for God and his Goſpel, 

leaſt 
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leaſt the Lord, thou knoweſt not 
how ſoon, ſend a North-wind to 
blow upon thee, and freez up thy 
wealth,and then thou maiſt never 
have the like tide of opportunity 


2, Magaine. 2 Beſides, you have greater 
it, Mopportunities for — the 
he word, and praying in your ſecret 
ve cloſets, then poo rmen have, who 


live upon the ſwet of their brows: 
yau may be praying whenthe poor 


cr W muſt be laboucing for their living 
ou you way be meditating, whillt 
od Wl theywult be gettiog |their bread. 


[fxhen you, rich ones, fee poor 


ly MW men that are neceffica ted to work 

hard for a meane living, more 
to lively, more frequent and abun- 
{. dant in duties then your felyes 
1d arc, know now you walke not by 
of W rule where much is given, much 


13 required 3 and to whom God 
hath givea much, of them he asks 
the more who are happier, then 
that are lathe Kitchin, or they 
E 2 that 
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that attend upon the Prince? 
Ab, you rich and great perſons/ 
this is a high favour and tranſcen- 
dent honour, that God hath freed 
you from inferiour drudgery, to 
imploy you in more nobleſeryices 
in the Court, while others muſt 
ſerve their occaſions 3 you that 
have fulnefle of the world, you 
have-fulnefle of time to jnjoy the 
Kings preſence, and wait upon 
Chriſts perfon in holy duties, and 
therefore know that you ſhould 
be more with God then others: 
Holineſle is your trade, and your 
cloſets are your ſhops, and every 
day 15 a Sabbath day to you: Take 
your opportunities : that may be 
cnough for one which is too little 
for another 5 where God gives 


much opportunities,they muſt do 
much for God. 


8 Aman may have an oppor» 
tunity to ſuffer for Chriſt, which 
. if he negel&t hemay never have 


the 


of Opportunity. 

thelike again:To ſuffer for Chriſt 
is honorable,God will not put this 
honour upon every one, he puts 
this honour upon his veſſels of 
honor : he gives grace toa man, 
and caſts him into a veſſel of ſilver 
or gold,and then throws him into 
the fire tomelt, and ſuffer for his 
name: The mettal of that Chriſtian 
muſtbe ſilver un cy thatcanſuffer 
for Chriſt :a veſſel of wood, throw 
him into the fire, his hoops will 
fly off, he will breake aſſunder, & 
never hold out. The three chil. 
dren that were caſt into the fiery 
furnace, what glorious mould and 
mettal were they made of? Had 
they not taken the oportunity to 
ſuffer for God, they might never 
have met with ſuch a one againe. 
1 For what. a ſpreading fame 
and glory of God did their ſuffer. 
ings ſcatter over all the world ? 
Godis acknowledged and adored 
by Ngbuchadrezzar , a Decree is 
3 made 


Dan. 3.28,29, 
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made that every People, Nation, 
and Language whieh ſpeak atnil: 
againſt the God of Shadrach, Aeſh. 
achaind 4bedwego, ſhall be teuit ib 
pieces: Then Nebwchadntzzar ſpak 


Decree that 'every People, Natibis of 
Language, Which ſpedk ary thing « 
miſe againſt The God bf Shalrach, 
Meſfhach ard Abedntetyo, ral be tut th 
pieces, uni their boufes ſhall be hrade 
wu thinghilh, beatiſe thire is no other 
Gor that can: elitr 4fter this ſort: 
Here Gods plory ſhines out of 
their fufferings, eveh Entinies ac- 
kbowtedge none Tike '7/ratl 
Cod. 
Here they founda'moft'glori- 

ous 
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ous opportunitygo ſhonour God, 
which if they had loſt, they might 
never have Had the like againe; 
had they loſt this oportunity God 

had loſt his glory. 
. 2 To honour themſelves : 

for 

1 They were no ſooner in the 
fire, but they met with Jeſus Chriſt 
there : Then Nebuchadnezzar the 
King wes ailonied, and roſe up in 
haſte, and ſpake . and ſaid unto his 
Counſellors, Did not we caſt three men 
bound into the midſt of the fire? they 
anſwered and ſaid unto the King, 
True O King : He anſwered and ſaid, 
Lo, I ſee four men looſe walking int 
the midſt of the fire, and they have no 
hurt, and the forme of the fourth is 
like the Sox of Cod : They were 
but three that were caſt into the 
fire, but Nebachadnezzar ſaw four 
there; And the forme of the 
Fourth was like the Son of God :; 
Whether it were 7eſ#s Chriſt the 
E 4 natu- 


48 


Dan, 3.34125. 


Verſe 28. 
Job I, Go ; 
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natural] Son of God, or an Angel, 
who are called the Sons of God, 
here was a great honour ; the 
Angels of the Lord are preſent 
with the Saints in their ſufferings, 
and Jeſws Chr:ſt is preſent with the 
Saints 1n their ſufferings : Whert 
thow paſſe5# through the waters I will 
be with thee, ana through the Rivers 
they (hall not _—_ thee, when thou 
walkeſt through the ſire thou ſhalt not 


be burzt neither ſhall the flame kindle 
on thee : Angels company and 


Chriſts company is a wondrous 
honour : We count it a great ho- 
pour 'to have Princes to be our 
companion»; the Saints in their 
ſufferings have Princes for their 
companions, Jeſs Chriit and his 
Angels: and thy ſuffering timeis 
the opportunity to enjoy the 
company of theſe Princes' and 
great ones. 

2 It was an honour to them, 


\ that God ſhould work ſuch a no+ 


ble 
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ble miracle for-them,as to ſtop the 
mouth of the fire,that it could not 
burn them ; And the Princes, Go. 
vernonrs and Captains, and the Kings 
Counſellors being gathered together 
ſaw _ men upon whoſe bodies the 
re had no power, nor was an hair o . 
vr: heads ſinged, neither were hd (tae oy 
coats changed, nor the ſmell of fire had #*%%, vel ad 
paſſed on them : Ah wonderfull ! So pat. Oh 
did God honour his ſervants - the ſuijefir/epera- 
fire ſtil] retained its property of __ —_ 
burning, and yet could not burn Man wrend; 
them:the power and (e) property © 72 eſ- 
of burning was os (a) property - 
the fire, for then it had been no nul «Deo 
miracle: what miracle is it for that py 
thing not to burne which cannot raculi 6: ay 
burne? The miracle therefore did 7" nm wrere, 
not conſiſt ja taking away the na. $69 ho 
turall power of burving from the «0 in tollenda 
fire, but in this that when the fire {,\@ewent 
had the greateſt heat and power Ar wg 
of burning, yet it could not burn #*«- /edin e 
them : The fire had its full powe ay. 
n 


a 
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exiſte Bebi- and property to burn, but could 
wa ie fol not exerciſe it : what at honour 
dnitwimpe- WAS It to walke ſafein the midſt 
dits, neſe exe- of the fire ? How did God magni» 
reg fete fy them, that they ſhould be in the 
ruil abſumens fire and yet be ſafe from the fire ? 
eo gui in for- the fire doth not kil them but kiſs 
iicebanur, THEM 2 the fire doth not conſume 
Kecker ibid. them, but court them; & denies it 
ſelfe, to give theha courteous en» 
tertainment : they walke in the 

fite as in a pleaſant aire ; what ho- 

nours are theſe pnt upon poor 

creatures / they were bound hand 

and foor, when they were caſt in. 

tothe fire, and yet Nebuchadnez- 

zar fees them walk, the fire had 

heat to burn their bonds, but not 

power to touch their bodies: Had 

they miſt this oportunity of ſuffe- 

ring they had miſsed of this honor 

3 Their ſuffering was the 

Churches honour and advantage: 

_ 1t won great refpe & and honour 

tothe Jewiſh Church and Religi. 


no 
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oh : Nebwchathetiar makes 2 De- 
cree that 6 people ſha) fy 
thing atnifle vt 'the God bf Shae 
Arach Mtſhach ant Abethneze 3 Now 
their God comes into t 
with the Kiop himſelfe, and their 
deliverance flying abroad upon 
the wing of faine, wnakes their 
God fatnous, and'theit Religion 
famous & th Eir people the Jews 
famons, How m any taunts 
derifiotis cat daily at the Jewes 
for their 'worfhip,were ſapptefſed 
by the ſeverity of this Law? 
Without doabt this Dectee Was 
of ſpeciall ofe for the comfort of 
the Jewes, they had aſwert,calm, 
and Halcion ritheof peateand Tee 
renity upon'it 3 Ah! what hokor 
164 advantuge bronght they 'to 
the Church'by taking this oppor- 
tunicy of fuffering? : 

4 nd 'did not their fuffering 
and their defiverance'( think ye) 
ſtrengrhen the weak faith of their 

diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed brethren the poor Jews, 
Did it notinſpire them with co- 
rage, aod root them deeper in the 
love of their Religion ? How ma- 
ny Heathens and Chaldeans might 
this great miracle of deliverance 
work home to the true God?Sure* 
ly Nebuchadnezzars Decree made 
the learning of God famous a- 
mong the Gertiles, a ſpeciall help 
to converſion ; as we may fee 1n 
the three Magi, or wiſe men. 

Ah my beloved ! your ſuffer. 
ings may be the converſion of 
others; How willing would we 
be to preach a Sermon if we knew 
it would be the converſion of 
ſome Soul ; Let me tell you that 
thy ſuffering for Chriſt may be 
the beſt Sermon that ever thou 
preached(t al thy life long, & win 
more upon ſouls, then all the Ser.. 
mons thou didſt preach in all thy 
life; as we ſay, that tolive wells 
' the beſt preaching, I ſay alſo, to 
ſuffer 


o) Opportunity. 


fuffer well is the beſt preaching ; 
To ſuffer for godlineſs is the moſt 
powertull preaching of godlineſs. 
He that can ſuffer beſt for Jeſas 
Chriſt, is the beſt preacher of Je/ws 
Cbriſt : the beſt ſufferer is the beſt 
Preacher. 

Ah you Saints ! this way you 
may all be Preachers : let your 
lives preach, and- Jet your ſuffer. 
iogs preach Jeſ# Chriſt ; looſe not 
your opportunities of ſuffer. 
Hg. | 

5 I am ſurealſo they will in- 
creaſe your future glory : every 
ſuffering will bea graine put into 
the ſcale of your heaveoly glory, 
to make it more weighty : For our 
light affliFion which is but for a mo+« 
ment, worketh for #5 a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory : 
Oh ! be for ever contented tro 
have fellowſhip with ?eſus Chriſt 
in all his ſufferings; It is ſaid 
that the Saints have grace for 


grace 


race with Jeſus Chriſt, be content 
alſa. to. bave ſuffering far (uffer- 
ing with 7s Chriſt, you hall alſo 
have tor glory with him : if 
you have ſuffering for ſuffering, 
yay-ſhall allo have glory for glo+ 
ry with him; Ah then / Looſe 
not your opportunities of ſutter. 
ing for X/#* Chriſt ; if you looſe 
your PPRornpiy. of {yffering, 
you logle 2 part, a beame of 
youx glory, your glory in 
" Heaven will beſo much the dark. 
ET, 

9 Toy that are young men, 
that.are the twigy and branches of | 
youth, you hava bloſlomes of op- 
portunitigs growing an you, 
which it you negle@ you ſhall ne- 
ver have the like againez There 


are oportunities that are married 
to youth, which it you ſeyer can 
never be ugited againe; you hav, 
ſtrepgeh qo ſerve Ehnilt, which 
| old age hath not; you have ye, 


of Opportunity. 

po cares of the world in your 
heads to keep out heavenly can- 
templations; you are yet ſcarce 
in the world, and therefore haye 
not much of the world in you:Oh 
dripke in heayen, before you 
drioke in-the cares of the world 
ioto your thoughts ; Fill your 
thoughts firſt with God hefare 
you fill them with the world ; fill 
your Sayles with the. gales of 
Chriſt, before they axe filled with 
the acry vanities of the creature; 
you have a great deale of your 
tizas before you, when old men 
bave their time behipd them, gon 
and paſt, and but a little of it left 
before them. 

10 So there is an opportunit 
ſometimes to ſavea whole Churc 
which if we negle& we may neyer 
have thelike again ; Such an op- 

rtepnity came before Heſter , 
which if ſhe had oot lock't it in 
the face, and embraced jt, all the 

Jewes 
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all the Jewes had been cut off at 
own blow by Hema policy : He 
had got the Kings Decree that the 
thing ſhould be done, If it pleaſe 
the King let it be written that they 
may be deitroyed, and the King took 
his Ring from off his hand, and gave 
it unto Haman,end ſaid unto Haman, 
the ſilver is given unto thee, the m_ 
alſo to do with them as it ſeemeth good 
to thee ; The fignet-Ring did re- 
preſent the Kings authority and 
name; and therefore when one 
gave bis Ring toanother, he gave 
is power over to him to do what 
he would in his name 3; as Pharoah 
took his Ring off from his hand, 
and putit upon Joſeph hand,thar 
Joſeph might in the Kings name 
1gne Decrees as Viceroy of Zgypt 
and Alexander when he was ſick 
and Jay ſpeechlefſe, and ſaw no 
hopes of life, took his Ring from 
. his finger and gaveit to Perdiccas 
to ſignifie ( as 18 thought ) that 


was 
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'twas his mind that Perdiccas 
ſhould ſucceed him : So Hamar 
had gotthe Kings Ring to ſigne 
the fatall Decree, And letters were 
ſent by poſt into all the Kings Provin» 
ces to deſtroy, to kill and to canſe to 
periſh all Jewes both young and old, 
little children and nomen in one day : 
here the poorChurch was at a dead 
lift : Hamens teeming hopes were 
at the birth, nay (as it were) be- 
twixt the womband the world ; 
and now heres an opportunity 
(now or never) to ſtep 1n and ſaye 
the Church : Saye Lord, now or 
never, Heſter takes the opportu- 
nity, Who knows ſaith Mordecai to 
her, whether thou art come to the 
Kingdome for ſuch a time as this? 
Such a time, whichcarries nothing 
but death in the womb of it; Such 
a time, wherein the Jews, as if all 
their necks had ſtood upon one 
ſhoulder, were deſtined to the 


blow: at this time Heſter ſtrangled 
F the 


oe 


Verſe 13. 


Heſter 4. 14. 
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the deſigne,and ſaved the Church 
by taking the opportunity, which 


had ſhe negle&cd, a thouſand to 
one ſhe her fſelfe had never 
eſcaped to have had the like 
againe, 

11 Sometimes there's an op- 
portunity giv.n to reforme and 
purge a Land, which if wenegle@ 
may never b« given againe in our 
dayes,as you may ſee in Judges,the 
firſt and ſecond Chapter ; in the 
firſt Chapter there you ſhall find 
that the * hildren of Benjamin did 
not drive out the Jebuſites that inha- 
bited Jeruſalem, but the Jebuſites did 
del with the children of  enjamin in 
Jeruſalem * N-ither did Mannaſſeh 
drive ont the mhabitants of Beth» 
fhean and her townes, and 
neither did © fhraim drive Ont the 
Cana axite: ihit danclt in Geer © and 
neither did Zebulun drive out the 
Inhabitunts f Kitron, nor the Inha- 
bitants of Nzhalol, but the Canaan. 

ates 
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ites dwelt among them, and became 
Tributaries, & what then? (ee Judg. 
2.1, 2,3» Att Atgelof the Lord came 
wp from Gilgall to Bochim and ſaid, 
1 made you to go up ont of Egypt, and 
have brought you into theLand which 
I ſware unto your Fathers, and I ſid, 
I will never break my Covenant with 
you, and you ſhall make no leagne with 
the Inhabitants of this Land. you ſhall 
throw down their Alters,but you þave 
not obeyed my voice | you have not ap. 
prehenaed the ſeaſon and opportu. 
nity, what then? tis loſt in your 
dayes, and in your ſons dayes, for 
many generattons ] For zow Twill 
not drive thens ont fron before you : 1 
have fatditz it is now paſt cure, 
but they ſhall be. as thornes in your 
ſodes, and their gods ſhall be a ſnare 
unto you, And when the Angel of the 
Lord ſpake thefe words unto all th: 
children of Iſrael, the people lift up 
their VoIce, and wept, and they called 
the name of that place Bochin, that is 
F 2 Weepers: 


| The Gate 

Weepers : they wept ſo much, be: 
cauſe they bad let flip their op- 
portunity, but all their floods of 
teares could not bring back the 
opportunity again, nor turne the 
tide: I pray God this be not Fag- 
land: caſe; time was when we had 
the opportunity to deftroy the 
Canaanites, Hereſie , Eerror, Pro. 
phaneneſle out of the Land : but 
now the bird of oport unity is fled 
out of our hand ; She hath :aken 
wing, is fled away and gone; and 
I feare me we ſhall not fee her a- 
paine in our dayes; the Scepter of 
Jeſus Chrift is the primmn mobil: of 
all good government, ſet him up, 
and his government right, and he 
will ſet States right till this great 
wheel beſet right.all the lefler are 
like enough to goe wrong, Ah 
England! 1 am affraid of that Text 
concerning thee, Becauſe 7 would 
have purged thee, and thou waſt not 
parged, thou ſhalt not be purged from 

thy 
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thy filthineſſe any wore , till 17 
have cauſed my fury to reſt upon 
thee. " 

Let us now make application, 
And firſt then, 

Uſe 1. Negle& not your oppor- 
tunities of heaven, make the b« (t 
of your ſouls opportunities, looſe 
not opportunity ſor a world : you 
have a world of opportunities, 
looſe not one opportunity 
for a world : O you that 
have ſouls to ſave, ſave yourop. 
portunities : oh your ſouls / oh 
your ſouls / I am afraid of your 
ſouls. 

1 If you looſe your ſouls, we 
Minilſters looſe all our labour, and 
Chriſt looſeth all his blood that 
he hath ſhed for your ſoules, and 
what account can you glve to 
God for ſo much coſt > Moſt of 
you doe not value your ſouls 
worth the ſaving : Many a man 
doth prize his Oxe or his Afle 

P 3 more 
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more then ſome men prize their 
fouls, 

2 The Devils have loſt their 
opportunities, will you not take 
warning by the Devils ? if you 
will not take your opportunitie: 
you will ſhortly beas irrecovera- 
ble as the Devils. 

.3 Opportunities loſt cannot be 
bought againe forgold : As Abab 
could not buy Naboths Vineyard 
of him, Naboth would take no mo- 
ney for it; ſo opportunities loſt 
cannot be bought back again for 
money; if thou would(t bid never 
ſo high forthem, thou canſt not 
have them upon any price; thou 
can(t not pray thine opportunities: 
back againe, thou canit not weep 
thine opportunities back again, 
as you may ſee by Eſan, heloſt his 
opportunity, and whey afterward: 
he would have inherited the bleſſing, 
he could finde no place of repentance, 
though he ſought it with tears : Jaco) 

| was 
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was no ſooner gone away with 
the blefling , but E/ax comes in 
with hope of the blefling, the 
bleſſing was gone bur - one 
minute, and yet cannot bereco- 
vered. 

4 Every opportvnity thou loo. 
ſelt thou groweſt worle & worle : 
thou art bad to day,it thuu Joolelt 
this opportunity , thou ſhalt be 
worſe t-> morrow : as Cain, God 
converſed with him (as i: were) 
to day,#hy art thou wroth?w/.y is thy 
countenance fallen, if thou doe well, 
ſhalt thou not be accepted? and 1f thou 
doe ft not well ſin lyeth at the door - 
but he was not bettered by this 
opportunity, and preſently he 
grew worle upon it, for the next 
thing hec&1d was, b- talked with his 
brother Abel and flew h m. 

5 Salvation, which theſe op. 
portunities carry 1n their womb, 
"5 a tranſcendent birth, a bleſſing 
of the firſt maguitud<:whu would 

F 4 not 
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not be ſaved? all things elſe are 
but ſhadows and trifles, tothis re, 
ality called Sahvation, 
Thoſe are the ſons of wiſedom 
that contend for ſubſtance, for 
God, for heaven : God is nota 
thing indifferent, and, Jeſ#s Chriſt, 
is no circumſtance : Honors, eaſe, 
'.. worldly profits and pleaſures, all 
0" cg theſe, theſe I ſay, are in their na- 
veſtre. ture things indifferent, and being 
compared and put in the ſcale 
with Chriſt, are leſle then things 
indifferent, even toyes, dreames, 
lofſe, dung, mecr nothings, at beſt 
but fading things, that paſſe away 
as a picture drawn upon the Ice, 
which ſoon vaniſheth : They are 
meer accidents, nay ſeparable ac- 
cidents, that may be taken from 
the ſubje&t without its hurt, a 
man may ſpare them and yet be 
happy 3 but God is the Eſſence of 
the Soul, the eternal Entity of our 
Joh. 17.3- happineſle, .7hzs is life eternal to 
know 
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know thee the only true God and Feſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 

6 It may be (O Sinner )that art 
now in thy fins,it may bethis very 
day , even this particular Sermon, 
may be thy day.,that if thou repent 
not at this very Sermon thou loo- 
ſeſt eternall life for ever. 

Thus Jeſs Chriſt ended the day 
of grace on the Scribes and Phari- 
{ſees even inthe yery Sermon time 
whilſt Chriſt was preaching to 
them, they were delivered up to 
hardneſle of heart. 

7 In a word, to paſle by Jeſus 
Chriſt carrieth with it the moſt 
ſurpaſſing wrath -: to diſreſp«& 
the offer of mercy uſhers in 
the greateſt miſery. How ſhall we 
eſcape if we negle@# ſo great ſalvation. 
That 1s, you ſhall not eſcape ſo, 
you ſhall not paſſe with an ordi- 
nary doome upon y Ou. 

Sinners! opportunity attends 
you, Chriſt is yours if you'l mow 

im: 


.:'The Gale 


him : the Lord J: ſus is at your 
ſervice, it yuu will 1imbrace him : 
God lends up and Gdowne the 
world to offer Salv1iivn, hence 
thar phraſe [ my ſalvation 7s gone 
forth ] Mercy waits on youu, and 
kneelsto you,and does obeylance 
to your ſouls. ; when you are run- 
ning fremit, mercy runs after you 
to' catch you and imbrace you; 
Ah how long hath tree grace 
ſtood at Jour doors, wiring your 
leifure when you would let her 1n, 
yet ſhe cals and knocks ag Ine, 
you may yet be ſayed, bur if you 
will goe on ſtil! , and diſrefpet 
mercy, it brings the greateſt miſe. 
Iy; The greateſt ſeverity goes 
along with the Goſpel ; greateſt 
ſeverity goes along with the grea- 
teſt mercy, 

The Goſpel is the greateſt mer- 
cy that ever ſaluted the world, 
and there's the greateſt ſeverity 
with the Goſpel that ever came 
with 
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with any mercy into the world ; 
Men ſhall be deeper in hel becauſe 
heaven was offered them, andthey 
would not; All they ſuffer here 
is but typicall of the wrath to 

come; here they but ſip of the top 
of Gods cup, there they muſt drink 
the dregs,though it beeterniry,to 
the bottrome; a Sodomite in Hell 
ſhall fare better then the refuſer of 
Jeſus Chriſt, See at. xo. 14, 15- 

And whoſoever ſhall not receive you, 
nor hear your words, when you depart 
out of that houſe or City, ſhake off the 
duſt of your feet 5 Verily Iſay unto you 
it ſhall be more tollerable for the land 
of Sodome and Gomorah in the day of 
Judgement, then for that City. Is not 
here the greateſt ſeverity with the 
greateſt mercy ? So againe, in 
Mat. 11. 21,22, Woe unto thee Corae 

Zin, woe unto thee Bethſaidia, for if 
the mighty works which were done in 

90n, had been done in Tyre and Sydon, 

they would have repented long ago in 

| Sacks 
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Sackeloath and aſhes 5 but Tſay unto 
you, it ſhall be more tollerable for 1yre 
and Sydon at the day of Judgement 
then for you. ls not here che greateſt 
ſeverity going along with the 
greateſt mercy ? 

God can better bear any thing 
then the cont:mpr of his free 
grace in the offers of mercy, 

More yet; When the Goſpel 
began to be preached , faith rhe 
Text, Now is the Axe layed to the 
root of the Tree ; Jeſus Chriſt comes 
with his Basket and his Axe, his 
Basket to gather fruit, hi» Axe to 
cut downe the tree it it will not 
bear fruit; and 1s not here the 
greateſt ſeverity with the greateſt 
mercy ? If there were a ſword on 
Moſes thigh, there is an Axe in 
Chriſts hand. Now 2s the Axe layd 
#0 the root of the tree| Now ] that is, 
youropportunity 1s Now, it you 
paſle by this [now ] you are gone, 
for onght I can tel}, you are ow 
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off preſently.Negle& not the pre- 
ſent [ Now ] leaſt ye be cut off for 
ever. 
3 Confider fin is your diſho- arath, 3, x6. | 
nour ! it doth(t)degrade you. The 
velture of mans natureis baſe and () Menditie, 
, enim n:ceſſaris 
beggar'y fince it was parched « ad hx, qud 
with fin; It 1s a debaſing of the ow Teo 
gold tomarry it with any mettal ju, ue 
of a courſer birth, ſo 'tis a diſho- inquinatur ex 
nour to man to match his golden 224% inferis 
nature (ſo God at fi-ſt made it ho- —_— : 
ly'and righteous ) I fay, tomatch fiat qualiber 
thy golden nature to baſe-borne er 
drofle, to low-borne fin, which defer argen- 
derives it» pedigree from hell. 7 eximnix- 
None but Jeſs Chriik 1s a fit ES 
match for the ſoule of man, take 2249.8.1.2:.8. 
the opportunity then, and make © P- 
choice of Jeſw« Chriſt, Eſpouſe thy 
ſoul tohim, & keep the marriages 
knot jnviolate with him,Ryo.7. 4+ 
9 Come in quickly, take the 
opportunity to come in preſently 
to Jeſ#s Chriſt, leaſt your ſins c be- 
ore 
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fore you are aware) ripen too faſt, 

and you be cut down you know 
wa not how ſoon. Sins (g) multiply; 
(8) De uno pec- - : G 
(8) ©5604 pe One fin will ſhortly multiply into 
lad, ex uns Many 3 they are like circles in a 
wrpirudine & pond, one circle begets another, 
flultia in ali- Go doch Gn b 
«m »«erunt, 1- 10 doth one (10 beget another, a 
ra &as pa- lefler begets a greater, as in a caſe 
rentuieP9JY of ſtaires, one ſtairisa ſteptoano- 
avis tulit, Hos h {; Gn is a fie 
nequiore,mox ther, 10 every fin 15a ſtair to help 
daturos pro- wp to higher and worſe line, 


geniem virio» - . 
Eorem Neqwe 115 wWOnde full to behold the 


tantum a pecca- great flames bred our of ſmall 

10 ad peccatu, {parks of f1n,how one f1n hatched 

ſed ab errore (5 : like hi 

flu! 4 ad A Yreater; {111 18 L Ca w irIpool, 

eperefrzfurzr which firſt ſacks 10 one part, and 

ad mani-m & then another, and never defiſts 

COT uw prionem . - "© a 

ments, ac rati» Wnt] ir draws 12 30d plangeth 

onts Ever 12» the whole b dy. 

empmebn. 10, A mn iy peiforme 

2 Tims 3+ daties of Religion ator 24: day of 
graceis {cr upon him. You think 
that as long as'a man pcitormes 
duties, and .doth many - 230d 
things. his day of grace is not p3lt 3 

' My 
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My beloved, ob!erve me, a man 
may c:-me to Church, performe 
religious duties, doe many good 
things, hav: many meltings upon 
his heare, atter his day uf grace is 
paſt & gon: as Sax! went on in du- 
ties of ReVigton as wel atter Sane! 
bad pronounced the Lords doom 
upon him as betore ; how many 
times was he offering (acrafice ro 
the. Lord, after the Prophet had 
told tim that he was a man re- 
jected? how many good ſpeeches 
came trom him ? what meltings 
ſometime fell in upon his foule ? 
as If there were hopes of him, and 
yet a loſt man, his opportunities 
were paſt : cloſe then, clole pre- 
ſently with the opportunities of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Uſe 2. My ſecond Uſe ſhall be 
to ſet out unto you the excellen- 
cy and Maje'ty of Gods vpporty» 
nitics, ther you may ſtand in awe 
aud :£y£rence of them; and by no 

Means 
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means ſlight them or negle& 
them : Myſteries are dreadfull, 
we honour them ; There are myſte- 
ries in Gods opportunities, My be- 
loved, there are theſe three cha- 
racters of myſterie and excellency 
engraven upon Gods opportuni- 
ties; It may be ſome may think 
of and adde more, but I at preſent 
obſerye three charatters of my- 
ſterie and excellency upon Gods 
opportunities. 

1. They are eaſe. 

2, They are ſudden and unex- 
pected. 

3. Sometimes they come be- 
fide our 1ntention. 

Firſt, Gods opportunities are 
caſte, they bring great matters to 
birth with eaſie travell ; they 
bring hard things to paſle eafily : 
Oh that this were obſerved, In 
Gods opportunity it 18 an eafie 
thing to believe, to repent, to 
ſubdue a fin, and to overcome a 

temp- 
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temptation; as1tis an cafie mat. 
ter for the Ship to go when ſhe 
bath the winde to fill her ſayls. 
Every thing is done eaſily inGods 
opportunity, whether it be to 
ſave a ſoul, or to deſtroy a ſoul ; 
becauſe God in his opportunity 
makes all things concur and 
brings circuſtances together to 
ſtrike up the ation ſudden]y;you 
ſball ſee it. 

1. In the ruine of a man, 1n 
the deſtruction of a man : when 
'tis Gods opportunity to deſtroy 
a man, what eaſie way will he 
make for't? As Saul, when Gods 
time came that he muſt periſh, he 
ſlew himſelfe, there was no diffi. 
culty inthe work, he fe]! himſelfe 
upon his ſword, as the ſtone doth 
to its center : How ealily was 

ericho taken? when the Prieſts 
lew the Trumpets, and the peo- 
ple ſhouted, the walls fell down 


flat of themſelves : How cafily 
G was 
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was Pharoah and his Army de- 
ſtroyed 1n the red Sea ? the Sea 
was divided, and a way made 
for him, that he might not ſtand 
upon't, but run voluntary into 
the womb of death ; Oh theeffi» 
cacy of Gods opportunities ! 
How eaſily did Goliab fall, what 
ſtirs and Liufteriogs did he aft a 


little before upon. the ſtage of 


pride and boaſting, making a IN! 
challenge to all rae? but when FF 1 
Gods opportunity comes how | © 
eaſily is he ſlain? And therefore] | 
the Scripture ſpeaks this with an t' 
Emphaſis, So David prevailed over 
the Philiftine with 2 ſling and with 4 
fone and ſmote the Philiitine, and ® 
ſew hive, but there was no ſword is P 
the hand of David. K. 
2, So Gods oportunities work 
good for men eaſily, they bring Þ< 
great matters of good to paſſe} 2 
with no difficulty : When '*tisf} 0\ 
Gods opportunity that Davidſ do 
| ſhall} ot: 
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ſhall take poſſeſſion of his King- 
dome tt falls into his mouth (as 1t 
were) not onely Saul, but all his 
tons (that might ſtand as ſo many 
ſcreens between David and the 
Crown) are taken out of the way, 
The houſe of Judab,they of them» 
ſelves, come and annoint Dsvid 
King over them. Then Abrer, 
Sauls Generall of his whole Ar- 
my, diſpleaſed with 71/bboſheth re- 
volts to Devid, and all the Tribes 
come to Hebron to annoint David 
King over Jſrae! : Doe you ſee? 
this great work 1s done to his 
hand. 

So in Gods opportunities it is 
an eafie thing to believe and re- 
pent, AGs 16. 14. Luke 19. be 1 
Kings 19. 20. 

Ah my beloved ! the eaſe of 
believing and repenting attends 
a peculiar opportunity of Gods 
own youchſafing, in which he 
doth more readily work then at 
other times. G 2 How 
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How ſhall I know when '*tis 
eafie for me to believe and re- 
pent ? 

1. When thelight of the ſpirit 
doth flaſh into the eye of thy foul, 
then thy work 1s caſie, as when 
the light of the day doth dart its 
rayes in at the windows of thy 
Chamber 'tis eafie for thee to read 
a ſmall print. Thus when a light 
from Heaven did ſhine upon Pal, 
and ſhine into Paxl, how eafie did 
his work come off ? Lord what 
wilt thou have me todoe? 

2. When thy heart is made 
combuſtible and ready to take 
fire; as when the tinder -1s dry 
*tis eafie to light a candle,the leaſt 
ſpark that falls on it takes fire, and 
when the fire is combuſtible, it is 
an cafie matter to kindle a fire, it 
burns preſently : So when thy 
heart is ſoftned it eafily takes the 
impreſſion of the ſeal upon it, and 
when thy thoughts are ſtir'd up 

an 
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and made combuſtible, 'tis an 
ealie matter to kindle them into a 
fire of repentance, as in the 4Fs, 
when they were pricked in the 
heart, they ſaid, Men ard brethren 
what ſhall we doe © Repent ( ſaith 
Peter) and they took preſently. 

3. Whea thine affeRions and 
defires are upon the wheel, then 
any work is eaſie, as when a load 
1s upon the wheel 'tis drawn eali- 
ly, whereas if you ſhould goabout 
tolug it along upon the ground it 
comes on heavily z and therefore 
the Lord purſuing Pharoah, took 
off his Chariot wheels, and they 
drave on heavily : So when God 
puts thine affeGtions upon the 
wheel, and ſets them a going, 
then 'cis eafie for thee to doe great 
matters, and therefore obſerve 
thine opportunity. 

Secondly, Gods opportunities 
are ſudden and unexpected : they 
come upon us without prepara- 

G 3 tion 5 
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tion-3 God doth not ſend us word 
before hand, when. he will viſit 
us and come to us, as ſometimes 
we ſend to a friend that we will 
dine with him, or ſpeak with him 
at ſuch an hour 5; but Gods op- 
portunities come ſuddenly upon 
us in the twinkling of an eye, be- 
fore we be aware, when we know 
nothing of it, and the ſpirit ruſh. 
eth in upon a man, and gives him 
no notice before hand 3 Thus 
Chri{t came and called CHatthew 
| Follow me}. on a ſudden, whillt 
he was ſitting at the receit of Cu- 
ſtome, 4nd he aroſe &5 followed him. 
Some poor fouls have ſent up 
many a Prayer to heaven for aſlu. 
rance, and it hath not come, and 
they poorcreatures haye thought 
that God hath not regarded them 
all the while, and then, on a ſud- 
den, aſſurance hath come when 
they lookt not for it : Ah dear 
father, how many mercies from 
thee 
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thee have come to us uninvited ! 
thy preventing grace and mercy 
doth always viſit us uninvited ; 
we ſend not for it, it comes freely 
to 1s. 

Thirdly, Gods opportunities 
come beſides our intention, they 
come ſometimes when we aime 
not at them ; We ſtumble upon 
heaven, when we are ſeeking 
ſomething elſe 3 as a man that 
digged 1n his garden onely to ſet 
roots and plants, and found a pot 
of gold there; and as Sayl went 
to Sammel to enquire for his Fa- 
thers Aſſes, and found a King- 
dome. This was beſides his in- 
tention, he ſought one thing and 
found another, his poor Ales 
were his intention, but a Crown 
was the obje& he met with in ex- 
execution. Oh the myſteries of 
opportunity ! 'Tis fo many times 
in the matters of heaven, 7 an 


found ſaith God of them that ſought 
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me not, Many a ſoul findes Hea- 
ven beſides his intention : How 
ſtrangely doe ſome meet with 
Commiſſion ? they meet with 
heaven and grace by accident (as 
It were) they go to a place onely 
to ſeek health or food, ſomething 
for the body, and there they light 
' upon ( beſides their intention) 
ſalvation for their ſonls ; as the 
Jame man ſeeing Peter and John 
aſked an almes, there was all his 
intention, and met with a cure 
both of body and ſoul : and the 
woman of Samaria came to the 
Well for water, and there found a 
Chriſt ; it was an accident to her 
to meet Chriſt there : Gods op- 
portunity comes upon her be- 
ſides her intention : Ah gracious 
God ! that ſhe ſhould come for 
water that yery bour when Chriſt 
was there, not before nor after, 
but that very hour when Chriſt 
Is there ; ſhe came for water 
which was but puddle, and found 
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a Spring of life : So the Marri- 
ners that took Jonah into their 
Ship, they received him onely 
for the fare, he payd them, that 
was all their intention, their fare 
and pay for carriage was all their 
aime, but they met with a better 
fare, converſion to the true God, 
verſe 16. Then the men (they were 
Heathens) feared the Lord exceeds 
ingly, and offered a ſacrifice to the 
Lord | that 1s, to the true God, 
not to Neptune but to the Lord ] 
and made vows. So Moſes went to 
mount Horeb onely to keep his 
Fathers ſheep, but there' he met 
with God in the burning buſh. 
Thus you ſee Gods opportuni- 
ties are cloathed with ſtately 
robes of myſtery upon them, be. 
hold them therefore with holy 
fear and reverence. 

Uſe 3. My third Uſe ſhall give 
the meeting to tender fouls, who 
will be ready from the breaſts of 
this do&rine to ſuck in fears and 

ſcruples, 
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ſcruples, giving up their oppor- 
tunities ke gon: If this be Grhen 
wehaveloſt our opportunities. 
Obj. 1. 1 am an old ſinner, and 
have ſtood it out all my days hitherto 
againſt Feſws Chriſt, be hath often 
called me,e5-1 have often refuſed bim. 
Anſw. Yet thou art not in hell, 
thou art yet on this fide the 
grave : O praiſe mercy and free 
grace, that thou art not yet in 
the center of hell : Thou canſt 
not ſay that the oyle of opportu- 
nity is ſpent, as long as thou haſt 
a veſlell more, a day, or year yet 
more left to receive it; the wi. 
dows oyle ran (till as long as there 
was a veſlell to receive it : Thou 
canſt not ſay that opportunity 
1s done, till life be done : God 
hath many opportunities, though 
many are loſt, yetall are not | wa 
Thou fayſt thou haſt loſt ſome 


opportunities, but God hath ma» 


yy opportunities in ſtore : In- 
deed, 
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deed, if God had but one oppor- 
tunity forthee and no more, thou 
wert gone, as Eſax ſaid unto Iſaac, 
Haſt thou but one bleſſing uh my Fa- Gen: 27, 38. 
ther © But God hath many bleſ- 
ſings, he hath many mercies, and 
therefore many opportunities for 
loſt ſouls, he doth not give off for 
many denyalls ; after many refu- 
ſualls God comes on again, and 
woos afreſh : he hath a treaſury 
of opportunities, a quiver full of 
opportunities, and it one arrow 
of mercy be ſpent, if morearrows 
of opportunities be loſt, and 
thrown away upon thee, he hath 
more yet to ſhoot at thee, and 
more yet ; Oh that God would 
now draw out an arrow of con- 
verſion, and hit thy ſoul with it ! 
What though God hath bent his 
bow, and ſhot many an arrow, 
many a Sermon at thee, and mil. 
{ed ? Yet he will ſhoot again, he 
can ſhoot and hit, he is rich 1n 
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mercies, and therefore rich in op- 
portunities. 
Obj. 2. Oh, but I have left my 
* love, I have abated in my flame 
of love to God, and his word, andthe 
power of godlineſſe 5 and is my oppor« 
turity yet before me to recover © is it 
not loſt £ 
Anſa. No, it is not loſt, thine 
opportunity yet 1s not gone, as 
you may fee in Rev. 2. 4, 5. Ne- 
vertheleſſe I have ſomewhat againſt 
thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt 
love. Obſerve, thou that haſt de. 
cayed in the neat of thy firſt love, 
God hath ſomewhat againſt thee, 
he hath a quarrell with thee, and 
therefore: awake with all ſpeed, 
for God hath ſomewhat againſt 
thee, but yet thine opportunity 
is not gone : forfaith God in the 
next words ; Remember therefore 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and doe thy firſt works, there's yer 
opportunity that ſhines onthee, 
the Sun is not yet ſet, though .. | 
e 
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be going down : and if thou wilt re- 
member whence thou art fallen, and 
repent, and make haſte to riſe, God 
will rather makethe Sun to ſtand 
ſtill as he did in Jobs rime)jthe 
ſun of oportunity (hal rather ſtand 
ſtil inthe orbe of time, then that 
thou ſhalt looſe thy ſoul, and 
therefore looke about thee. 

Obj. 3+ 0h but I am grows luke- 
warme in religion, which is the worſt 
temper of all thereſt, 1 care not which 
end goes forward. 

Anſw. Chriſt will afford thee 
opportunities yet, as you may ſee 
in the Church of Laodicea, Rev. 3. 
15. I know thy works \ I know what 
they are and utterly diflike thens) thou 
art neither hot nor cold, Thouart 
neither an open enemy, nor yet 
truly zealous of my Goſpel, ver. 
16. Therefore becauſe thou art luke 
warm Twill ſpue thee out of my month: 
as tepid and luke-warme water 
doth provoke the ſtomack to 
It out again: So will I(faithGod) 


ſpew 
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ſpew thee and thy profeſſion out, 
it, is ſo loathſome to me. Obſerve 
(thou luke- warm Chriſtian) thou 
art ina ſad and dangerons condi- 
tion, God cannot bear with thy 
profeſſion lang; as the (tomack 
cannot hold luke- warme water 
long within it, yet thine oppor- 
tunities are not yet gone, for ſaith 
Chriſt, Behold I ſtand at the door,and 
hnock, if any man hear my voice, and 
oper: the door, I will come in unto hins, 
and ſup with him and he with me ; 
though thou art luke. warme and 
deſerveſt with thy profeſſion to 
be ſpewed out of my mouth, yet 7 
Stand at the door and knock : Chriſt 
was going;(QO obſerve thou luke» 
warm Chriſtian, and therefore 
ſaith he)-Z ſtand at the door and 
knock, but (faith he) Te pauſe a 
while before I goe, Fle ſtay a little 
and then goe, I am unwilling to 
leave thee yet, though thou ſhut 
me out I will not yet be gone, 
though 
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though thedoor be lockt againſt 
me, yet Tle knock a while; for this 
phraſe ſhews that Chriſt was ſtay- 
ed from entring in preſently the 
doors being ſhut againſt him ; yet 
he would ſtand there waiting, 
though _ be all aſleep within, 
yet I wil ſee whether I can knock 
you up: The opportunity waited 
ſtill upon them. 

Obj. 4. But God ſeems to have caſt 
me off into a Sea of ſadneſſe and deſer-= 
tion: he hath thrown me over Ship= 
boardout of his preſence into a depth 
of deſpaire; 1ſinke, I finkunder his 
anger, I feare me I ſhall never recover, 
IT aws ſo drowned in the Ocean of his 
frownes, his waves are gone over my 
Soule. 

Anſw. A maa may think him- 
ſelfe gone,and yet his opportunity 
not gone, he may think himſelfe 
paſt helpe, and yet his opportuni- 
ty not paſt ; he may ſay, God hath 
caſt me off, I ſhall neyer recover 
more, 
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more, never ſee the face of God 


more, and yet opportunity ſhews: 


its face againe, and ſinjles upon 
him. I will give you a ſtrange in- 
ſtance, Jonah in the Whales be 

hehad finned, highly againſt rhe 
Lord, like a Runagate who fled 
From his Maſters ſervice,and when 
he was upon the Sea, a tempeſt 
purſueth him, which would not 


give him over 3: a Lot to diſcover: 


the malefaQor is caſt ;-and it fals 


upon Jonas; The Marriners they * 
caſt him over Ship-board : here* 


was a fearfull caſe, to be caſt over 
Ship-board with a guihky-conſci- 


ence : how did he fall into the. 


Sea, that had a Sea of terrour in 
him? Well ; he is caſt in, and a 


Whale ſwallows him , in whoſe - 
belly heis lodged for three dayes 


and threenights,after ſuch a man-' 


ner as was never heard of before : - 
how perplexed was his ſtatethink | 


you? a man drowned and not 
5 ; drowned ; 


ty, 
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drowned ; devoured, but ndt di. 
peſted; alive, but yet as dead ; ah 
what a dying ſoul had he inthe 
living Fiſh ! expeiting every mi- 
nute the fearefull diſſolution of 
his Soul from his body; for he was 
under horror of conſcience, now 
lying on him for his fin, & dread*- 
full confli& of Spirit, as if God 
had forſaken him, and given ſen- 
tence on him, for you ſhall read; 
ſome ſuch were his expreſſions, 
| Thou hait caſt me into the deep, that | 
Nis, the Sea; then I ſaid, I am <4 Jonah 2. 3, 4. 
ont of thy ſight, my Sonl fainted withe 
in me, Here Jon«h thought his 
opportunity was gone, but t'e 
I Whale} brings him ſafe to the 

ſhore, the Whales belly was a 
place of ſafety,a Sanfuary to him, 
Jhad not the Whale received him, 
he might have = drowned, fur 
be could not fwim to the ſhore. 


can be angry, and yet 


oye thee; he can throw thee into 
H the 
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the belly. of deſpaire, and make 
thee live in it, as the child doth in 
the wombe, the Mothers belly is 
the Babes Sanctuary, the childe 
' lyes ſafe in the womb,ſo ſhalt thou 
lye ſafe 1n the belly of, deſpaire, 
God will makethe belly or womb 
of deſpaire to travel in birth till 
thou art delivered, and therefore 
doe as Jonah did, beleeve in the 
midſt of deſpaire, pray unto the 
Lord, cry unto him out of the 
Whales belly, Out of the belly of bell 
(ſaith Jonah) 1 cryed and thou hear- 
deſt my voice, Ah, bleſſed word ! 
God w1!l hear thee when thou art 
at the worſt; if thou couldeſt pray 
in hel], and repent in hell, wertf 
thou in hell, if thou couldſt be. 
leeve there, God would hear thee fu 
thereza ſweet word to a deſpairing 
ſoule : Jonah in the Whales belly, 
ſaid, Tet will I look again. toward thy 
Foly Temple > God will giye thee 
leave to look up to- him though 
thou artin the bottom of dgſtruti- 

ON 
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on: Tam caſt out of thy ſeght (ſaid Fon 
nah) yet 1 will looke againe toward thy 
holy Temple ? A foul is never (6 
forlaker of God, but he may look 
upto his God 3 though thou. art 
eaſt out of his fight, yet he will 

ive thee leave to look upon him: 
ah thou forſaken ſoul! a look from 
thee will pierce his boſome, a 
mournfull look from the childe 
wounds the breaſt of an angry fa- 
ther z though the child dares not 
ſend cuta word, yet a mournfull 
and longing look conquers his 
! BFathers heart : Art thou forſaken 
-Jof God ? yet thine opportunity is 
not gone, dart a look upon him, if 
rt thou _can(t not pray to him, yet 
cok upon him: God looks to ſee 
thether thou wilt loook up+ 
0n- he waits to begractous, thoy 
Iwaiteſt to be comforted, he waits 
» comf ort thee. 

5 Mans extremity is Gods op- 
portunity ; when thou art moſt 
eady to periſh, thenis God moſt 

: H'2 ready 
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ready to fave : God ordinarily 
doth not ſave in danger, but in 
extremity of danger : when'tis at 
the worſt with thee,then tis Gods 
opportunity to help thee, as the 
woman that had the bloody iflue; 
her extremity was Chriſts op 
tunity z She had a waſting diſeaſe 
upon her, and timeaddedtoit; 
twelve long years had ſhe withe; 
red and languiſhed under it; -be- 
ſides the tediouſneſſe, her diſeaſeſis 
muſt needs get head by continu-fſca 
ance, yet more to mend the matter, 7f 
poverty(which is another diſeaſe): 
was ſuper-added to her fickneſſejof 
(ſhe had ſpent all that ſhe had uþ4JG! 
on Phyfictans)her extremity novſſt 
{wels great, ſhe bath two evils atÞul 
once-upon her, two: unſufferablqec 
evils, though ſhe were fick,yet helps 
wealth ( as long as ſhe had-it Þ. 
would have maintained and fucf6 
coured her in her fickneſſe, buf 
now want doth pinch. herno leſigitt, 
then her diſtemper, and helps: rqyet, 
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ma ke her perfetly miſerable: ſhe 
isnow perfetly miſerable, weake 
and fick,and nothing to refreſh her 
in her weaknefiſe:had ſhe ſpent all 
and gained her health, it had been 
well cnough,butalas,ſhe hath beg- 
gered her (elfe, undone her ſtate, 
and her body, & neyer the better, 
her mony was: waſted not her dif. 
eaſe, Now her extremity is at the 
height, what then ? her extremity 
1s Chriſts opportunity ; when her 
caſe is moſt deſparat ſhe is healed. 
er, BIf 1 can but touch the hems of bis gar« 
e) overt I ſhall be whole. Sothe widow 
lefiof Sareptaz Elijah ſent to her by 
pJGod to be ſuſtained by her - when 
»wibe-comes he ſuſtaines her, fhe is 
atfſuſtained by him : for whea he 
vledcomes and asks her food, bring me 
nerf pray thee a morſell of bread in thine 
t 4nd, ſhe tels him, 5 the Lord thy 
ac{Gad liveth, I have not a Cake, but an 
fhendfull of meal in a barrell, and 2 
[Gittle oyle in a Cruiſe, and behold I am 
tyethering two ſticks, that I may go in 
F H 3 and 
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aud dreſſe it for m2 and my Son, that 
we #ay eat it and dye. She was now 
upon the borders of extremity : It 
was high time for the Lord to ſend 
the Prophet to her,for(poor Soul) 
ſhe was now making her laſt 
meal : after one meane morſel ſhe 
was yeelding her ſelfe over to 
death , ſhe was now going to eat 
her laſt, that ſhemight dye : and 
. what then ? truly her extremity 
was Gocs opportunity, Feare #0 
faid Elijah to ber, goe and doe 85 thou 
haſt ſaid 5, make me a little Cake firſi, 
and bring it to me,and after make for 
thee and thy ſom; for thus ſaith the 
Lord God of iſrael, the Barrel of mel 
(hall not waſte, neither ſhall the Craiſ; 
of oyl file untill the day that the Lord 
ſendeth raine upon the earth, What 
a ſhowre of comfort was here 2 ſhe 
wasgolng to eat her laſt and. dye, 
and God ſends the Prophet to he: 
to provide for her the wholefa 
mine - How opportunely "dot 
God provide ſuccour to our diſt 
WS refles ! 
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reſles / It is his glory to helpe ata 


at 

w || pinch, to begin where we have 
It | given over, that his mercy may.be 
d | ſo much the more welcome by 
1) 8 how much it is the lefle look't 
0 for. 


6 Though I have loſt time, yet 
(ſay) Lord thou haſt not loſt time, 
thou wert before all time,and canſt 
ſet time yet before me:My lofle of 
time doth not put thee to a 
loſle. 

Obj. 7. But will God be a looſer 
by me? Ihaveloſt him abundance of 
glory which I might have done him, 
bad Timproved my opportunities : In 
j -2y looſeng my opoortenities, God hath 
loſt a great deal of his glory. 

eAnſs. 1, God will becontent 
to ſt downe by the loſle if thou 
wilt but come in now - Oh tran- 
ſcendent mercy / he will looſe a 
4 great part of his glory rather then 
looſe-tliy foul ; for be knows he 
canbear the loſſe better then tho.1 
canft, H4 2 Whit 


Pio, 19.11, 
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- 2. Whathelooſeth of his glory 
by the one way, he gaines another 
way, 1n pardoning of thee's he 
counts it his glory to pardon thee, 
as the Holy Ghoſt,ſaith, z: F- 4 Mans 
glory to paſſe over a tranſgreſſuon; In 
pardoning the fins thou haſt lived 
In for a time, he will-gain glory to 
himſelfe beyond allr1me z ' Thou 


-haſt finned againſt him ſome years, 


and ſo he hath loſt his glory by 
thee for ſome years, but it he par- 
don thee thou wilt glorify him 
( wilt thou not ? for ever. 

3 : What ever 'glory. thou baſt 
Joft hun, he hath it all madeupin 
Jeſus Chriſt : come in now then 
and ſerve him cheerfully in Chriſt, 
doe more for him in 4 little time, 
then thou haſt done againſt him 
1n along time, | | 

Oby..8. Fut TI have prayed long, 
and waited a great while, and the 
Lord doth not hear nor: ay me, 
and therefore my opportunityy is paſt 


Wren 
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when God hath done hearing , prayer 
#he opportunity is paſt. 

Anſw, rt. This doth not argue 
that thine opportunity is gane, 
but that God doth not anſwer 
theeas ſoonas thou aſkeſt : Thine 
opportunity is not paſt, but one- 
ly God takes his leaſure to hear 
thee when he pleaſeth : the op- 
. Portunity is not paſt, but God 
makes thee ſtay a while before he 
anſwers ; the Lord doth not al- 
- wayes time his anſwers to the 
ſwiftneſſe of our expeRations, 

2. Gods delays ſhould: make 
thee ſet on him with greater 
ſtrength, and his putting thee off 
ſhould make thee put on afreſh 
with ſtronger violence; as the 
cold weather makes the fire burn 
hotter, ſo Gods flackneſſe ſhould 
make thee more hot and earneſt 
in prayer; and (byan holy An- 
tiperiſtaſis) be kindled from his 
caldneſle- : Thus 'tis with the 
G4 men 
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men of the world, when Balck ſent 
meſſengers unto Balaarm to come 
unto him, and cufle the People 
Iſrael; Balakm denyed him, and 
ſent him word back, thi God 
would not give him leave ro 
come : what then ? ſaith the 
Text, Balake ſent again certain 
Princes more, and more honourable 
then they, 10 little is Belak diſcou- 
raged with one refuſal], that he 
ſent ſo much the ſtronger mel. 
ſage, More Princes and more howto. 
rable ; ah that we could be ſo im- 
portunate for our good, and with 
our God ! a denyall- doth but 
whet the deſires of vehement 
Suitors : Why are ye faint 1n 
ſpirituall things, when ye are not 
denyed but delayed ? doth God 
put thee off ? ſend up mote Pray« 
ers, and more honourable again 
to him. | 

'3. And therefore when afcer 
much ſeeking thou meetelt not 
with 
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with peace and aſſurance, doe not 
ſay thine opportunity is paſt, but 
rather ſay, thine opportunity 1s 
not yet come, or thine opportu- 
tunity 1s yet to come, For yet a 
little time, and he that ſhall come will 
come, and will not tarry. 

How ſhall I know mine oppor- 
tunity is yet to come ? 

1. When thou liveſt in ex- 
pecation, when thou ſtandeſt 
upon' thy watch tower to ſee 
what he will ſay unto thee. 

2. When thou waiteſt in the 
uſe of means, when thou wilt not 
leaye the uſe of means : when 
thou ſtickeſt by the Pool of Be- 
theſda, as the Jame man did, that 
had a diſeaſe eight and thicty 
years, there he came to be healed, 
but he was ſtill prevented , be. 
cauſe when he was going down 
into the water, another always 
ſtept down before him ; yet there 
he ſtayed, he knew there was the 
place 
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place and means of healing, and 
from thence he would not go; if 
he would lie any where he would 
lie there : and was his opportu- 
nity loſt, though he had waited 
long, and been -put, by. often ? 
(this is the very doubt) No ſure- 
ly, Chriſt viſits him atlaft, there 
he waited in the ule ofmeans, and 
rather then fail he ſhall be healed 
without means. WT, 
3. When the Fig-tree: bloſ- 
ſomes, then thine opportunity is 
yet to come, nay 'tis-at hand : 
when any bloſſomes of goodneſſe 
any buds and beginnings of a 
work appear, any. breathings of 
ſoul. in; thee after Chriſt , then 
thine opportunity is at hand ; as 
Chriſt ſaid; Lear a Parable of the 
Fig-tre, when his branch is yet tender 
and putteth forth leaves, know that 
Summer is nigh.; and'therefore 
cheriſh every bloſſome of grace, 
though neyer ſo tender in _ 
et 
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Let not a May froſt nip them : Be 
ze lift up ye everlaſting doors, and the 
King of glory ſhall come in : When 
your doors, your ſouls begin to 
lift up themſelves ever fo little 
after Chriſt, the King of glory is 
coming in. 

Obj: 9. But you bid ws take the op+ 
portunity, and come in now to Its 
Chriſt, and believe in him and repent, 
and come out of fin : als you bid us 
doe what we cannot doe, we cannot 
believe, nor. repent, nor come out 0 
ſin, or come to Jeſws Chriſt of our 
ſelves. 

Anſ#, 1. You are to believe 
that you cannot belicve of your 
ſelfe, or repent of your ſelfe. or 
come out of fin by your own 
{trength : and you are not theres» 
fore the farther from Chriſt, in 
that you are ſo far from your 
ſelves, nay you are nearer to Jeſus 
Chriſt, The farther you go out 

of your ſelves, and out of your 
own 
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own ſtrength, the nearer you are 
gone to Jelns Chriſt : when you 
ſeriouſly and feelingly ſay that 
you cannot believe of your 
ſelves, this is the firſt ſeed of 
faith, I ſay, to. believe that you 
cannot believe of your ſelves is 
the firſt ſeed of faith : you muſt 
firſt believe your own weakneſle, 
that you may. have power from 
Chriſt to believe in Chriſt ; Is 
there ever a poor ſou! then in this 
Congregation, that cryey out, I 
cannot come out of fin of my 
ſelfe? this is the firſt work and 
{tep unto Jeſus Chriſt, to.receive 
ſtrength from him ta came out of 
lin : doſt thou ſay thou canſt not 
come out of (in of thy ſelfe? Now 
thou art the farther from thy 
ſelfe, and the nearer to. Jeſus 
Chriſt : They whom Chriſt 
helps, he makes them firſt ſee 
themſelves helpleſs; Jeſus Chriſt 
gives ſtrength to them, -wham he 
| makes 
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makes to ſee their own nothing 
nefle : they that ſay they cannot 
believe, Jelus Chriſt is in the way 
to make them believe : They 
that ſay, Lord I cannot overcome 
my. fin., Jeſus Chriſt becomes 
their Conquerour for them ; thy 
notbingnetle ſhall ſet out his 
power, For my ſtrength (ſaith he) 
is made perfe@ in weakneſſe. 

| 2. And again, whereas thou 
ſayeſt, 1 bid thee doe what thou 
canſt not doe, thou canſt not re. 
pent, nor come out of fin of th 
ſelfe, I anſwer and tell thee, God 
offers his hand with thee to the work, 
he does not onely offer thee work 
to: doe, but he offers his hand 
with thee to the work ; while 
he bids thee believe, his hand 
ſhall be with thee to make thee 
believe ; This is the excellency 
and kindneſle of the Covenant of 
grace, when the Gol] pel bids thee 
leave fin, it-puts 1n thee a new 
nature, 
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nature, that is contrary to ih, to 
hate-it more then hell; If a man 
(to whom thou oweſt ſo much) 
bid thee pay him a thouſand 
pounds, and give thee the thou- 
ſand pounds 1n thy hand to pay 
him, now it is caſte, Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Goſpell doth not onely fa 
ro thee, pay me what thou owe 
me. Iam thy Saviour, believe in 
me, I come down from heaven to 
die for thee, come out of fin to 
ſerve me; I bought thee with a 
price, pay me down thy fſelfe, thy 
ſervice which thou oweſt me. I 
ſay Jeſus Chriſt doth not onely 
thus bid thee ( poor ſinner) be. 
lieve 19 him, and come out of fin, 
but he is ready to give thee his 
grace and ſtrength to make pays 
ment. 4 new heart will 1 give thee, 
and a new ſpirit will 1 put into thee : 
and therefore doe not ſay abſo- 
Jutely, I cannot believe, or I 


catinot come out of ſin, for Jeſus 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt 1s ready to give thee thy 
thouſand pounds thou owett: 
him , that thou maylt pay' him 
out of his own ſtock ; that thou 
may {t believe out of his treaſury, 
that thon mayſt come out of fin 
by his grace and mercy; The 
Lord Jeſus offers his hand'with 
thee to the work : as Bernard tels 
us of Pope Engenizs, that 'meet- 
Ing with a poor but honeſt Bi- 
ſhop, he ſecretly gave him certain 
Jewels wherewith he might pre- 
ſent him :; So Jeſus Chrift. will- 
give thee the Jewells of faith and 
repentance Wherewith thou 
mayſt preſerit him : If God did 
not furniſh us, we ſhould have 
nothing wherewith to honour 
him. :- The Father that gave thee 
Chriſt will give thee faith to re- 
ceive Jeſus Chriſt , and Jeſus 
Chriſt that gave thee himſclte, 
will give thee his ſpirit to draw 


thee to himſelfe. F 
I How 
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How ſhall we know our op- 
portunities ? 

I will lay down but two things 
before you. 

1. Conſult with the Lord : as 
it 1s ſaid of the children of Iſrae], 
that when the Gibeonites deceived 
them witha wile, and they ſpared 
their lives, whom they ſhould have 
deſtroyed, the Text fatth, They 4s- 
ked not counſell at the mouth of the 
Lord ; they had an opportunity 
here put into their hands to deſtroy 
the Gibeonites, but they milled it, 
becauſe they did not conſult with 
the Lord : do but compare the ſe- 
venth verſe with the tourteenth, 
and you ſhall ſee how right a man 
may gueſle of a thing ſometimes, 
and yet want a clear light and dil- 
covery of it, becauſe he doth not 
adviſe with the Lord;inthe ſeventh 
verſe, Said the men of Iſrael to the 
Hivites,peradventure you dwel amongſt 
us, and how ſhall we make league with 

you? 
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you? here the [{raclites did gueſſe 
aright,it was paſt(a peradventure) 
for they did live among them ; and 
therefore could not make alcague 
with them : How right doe they 
hit? how true was their conje- 
&ure?Now the lotk of oportuntty 
was before them, they might have 
laid hold upon it, but they werein 
thedark, and walkt in a cloud, at 
knowing who the Gibeonites were, 
becauſe they 45sked not connſel at the 
mouth of the Lord,that is, by the high 
Prieſt putting on the breaſt-plate 
of Judgement wherein was the 
Urim and Thummim,ſo the reaſon 
why we know not our opportunis 
ries is becauſe we confult not with 
the Lord-as he 1s the maker of time, 
ſo he is the revealer of time unto 
us : Nay, Gods will to work at ſuch 
a time, 1s that which makes an ops 
portunity, as ſuppole a man 1na 
curious Apple-tree or Plumb.tree: 


your opportunity to gather, aud 
; 2 carry 
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carry away fruit is, when it is his 
will to ſhakethe tree, before or af- 
ter is no opportunity ; you may 
walke, and watch about the tree, 
when he will ſhake down the fruit 
but when he hath done ſhaking, 
your opportunity 1s done. So the, 
Lord, who 1s the husbandman of 
his Church , he hath among all his 
other trees planted thetree of time, 
and he himſelf fits upon the top of 


the tree (as the God of time, the | 


diſpoſer of time) and when it 1s his 
will to ſhake the tree, then is your 
opportunity: So that if you would 
know your opportunities you muſt 
conſult with the Lord, Lord, when 
wilt thou ſhake thy tree? when 
wilt thou drop down the fruit,that 
I may gather into my lap? 

2 If you would not looſe any 
oportunity, apprehend every one ; 
as Abraham by entertaining {tran- 
gers,entertained Angels unawares: 


tertaining 
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tertaining all travellers that come, 
oftentimes entertains a Noble.man 
or a Prince: So if thou entertain all 
oportunities that come, thou ſhalt 
at Jaſt entertain the noble oppor. 
tunity, the Angel opportunity,the 
Prince of opportunities, the Soul- 
ſaving opportunity - a thouſand 
to one thou {halt entertain Chriſt 
at laſt: as the [nne at Bethlew: that 
entertained all paſſengers, entertai- 


_ ned Chriſt himſelfe there. 


Sinners, I told you before, that 
God will at one hour orother come 
with a caſting command: one com- 
mand that ſhall have the caſting 
voice; that if you obey nor then, 
mercy will ſhut up ſhop, and trade 
with you no more, but give you up 
forever 3 and therefore I ſay now, 
if you would notlooſe any oppor. 
tunity, take every opportuni- 
ty. 

And now give my diſcourt leave 
to caſt ſome beams of reflection 
I 3 upon 
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upon that worthy Gentle. 
man whom God hath taken from 
us: 'Tis our duty to ſpeak ſome» 
thing of him: Though we bury 
his body, yer 'tis not fit we ſhould 
bury his worth in a grave of fi- 
lence andoblivion, and truly(my 
beloved) I doe not thinke ye can 
bury the ſweet remembrance of 
him ; He will live a Jong time af- 
ter his death, though hebe dead, 
yet he cannot dye, his name can- 
not expire ſo ſoon : Oh ! that 
what good was in him might live 
after him to give us example: He 
was an exemplary pattern ; when 
hee's laid in this grave heel live 
above the grave, the ſweet {mel- 
ling ſpices of his lovely life and 
converſation will inbalme him, 
and keep him unperiſht jn your 
thoughts many years. I need not 
blazon his coat of arms (you may 
ſee them upon the ſable heatſe) 
the worth of his deſcent or _ 
0 
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of his family, Et genus & proaves 
& que nos fecimus ipſt ; you did 
all honour bim and know him, 
Mr- Walcot of Walcot : beſides thar 
he was honored with the office of 
Juſtice of peace in his Country, 
and truly IT thinke the office 1n 
ſome meaſure received honour 
from him, for he adorned it with 
his vertues : he moved in that 
ſphear for many years together, 
in which place both he and thar 
worthy Gentleman, now with 
the Lord, M. Rich. More of Linley , 
Eſq.(whom for honors ſake I can- menter we 
not but revive and mention ) In the Parlia- 
which place I fay ( you all 
know)howthey two uniting their 
beames together, refreſhed your 
country with the warmth of their 
influence ; executing Juſtice, re- 
lieving the poor, placing Or- 
phans, puniſhing offendors , ſup- 
preſfing the prophanation- of 
Sabbaths countenancing the god 
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ly, ſupporting the courſe of god- 
lineffe and religion, honoring and 
backing the faithful] Miniſters of 
God. I well remember thoſe 
times, I ſpeak but what yeall 
know. 

He was alſo (having 1ntereſt1n 
ſo many Churches) as great an 
inſtrument (I think) as any 1n the 
Country, to propagate the Gol. 
pel)], and preaching ofthe word. 

T hat excellent man of God 
Mr. Pierſon of Brampton Brian had 
a large room 1n this Gentlemans 
heart, and kindled that pious 
fame in him : and when Mr. 
Pierſon Eyed, this flame dyed not 
10 this Gentlemans breaſt, till the 
oyle of his life waſted ; ſurely 
'ewas a true work, it laſted in him. 

It was his care to get as godly 
Miniſters, and able as he could ; 
and how dear was his Miniſters 
to him? I dare ſay, next to his 
wite and children, firſt, he was a 
_ | father 


of Opportunity. 

father to them : they were to 0- 
verſee the flock, and truly he 
would overſee them that they 
fhould want nothing according 
to his ability. When they came 
to viſit him, his common quzre 
was, Is it comfortable with you ? 
doe you want? tell me if you do, 
let me know it ? I would not 
have you diſcouraged, nur go on 
drooping in Gods work. I ſpeak 
but truth, themſelyes are wit- 
neſles, 

He was a mirrour and example 
of temperance to all the Gentry 
in the country. . 

I know no preater infirmity 
did lie upon him then timerouſ- 
nefſe, he had not that height of 
maſculine ſpirit which dwelt in 
ſome men. 

But my beloved, he that is 
without fin among you let him 
caſt the firſt ſtone. 

He was as meek as a Lamb :a 


child 
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child might reprove himzan inferi. 
our might boldly tell him where 
(he thought)he went awry.I never 
found apy lik him in this, he would 
ever love a man for it, 

Asfor Covetouſneſle, I dare ſay 
he was not much acquainted with 
it :for x when he had an opportu- 
nity to exerciſe covetouſneſle in 
the diſpoſure of the Vicarage of 
Clun, he gave it me as freely as the 
Sun ſhines upon mein the day time 
he was no mercenary Patron. 2Co- 
vetouſneſſe and mercy never dwel 
together: a covetous man cannot 
be a mercifull man : but he was 
a man made up of pity and mercy 
to the poor ; I ſpeak but what 
you all know ; the bellies of the 
hungry, and the backs of the na- 
ked did every year proclaim his 
bounty and charity. 3 Beſides a 
covetous liver is no free giver in 
ſecret : a covetous man, when he 
vives, will cauſe his gifts torun 
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in a viſible channel to be ſeen of 
men 3 but (tomy knowledge) he 
was a ſecret and hidden reliever 
of godly widows and others that 
were in want} he refreſht their 
bowels with his hid treaſures : he 
would fend to know their indi- 
gencies and their ſtraits : they 
need not ſend to him, he would 
ſend tothem. 4 Yet more, a co- 
vetous man 1s not a cheerfull man 
under loſſes : but he was ſweet 
and ſmiling under all his loſſes, 
'Tis well known, theſe times 
frown'd upon him, and made him 
a great Jooſer, yet he had a moſt 
compoſed and contented heart 
under them, with a great deal of 
acquieſcence in God. 5 Beſides, 
no man knew the dimenſions of 
his eſtate better then himſelfe, ſo 
that knowing what I now doe 
know, I admire at his conſtant 
liberality. 
He was of a meck ſpirit, won- 
derfull 
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derfall free from the tang of re. 
venge ; I know no man had ſuch 
a rare art of forgiving injuries as 
he had : if any had ſpoke ill of 
him, or done 11] to htm, he would 
be {ilent, and paſſe it by with this, 
They are but men, they ſhew thens- 
ſelves to be men, 

He was a pattern of patience 
under affliction 3 Surely there 
was much worth in this Gentle-« 
man, your faces ſpeak ſuch ſad. 
neſle for his loſfſe and departure; 
Methinks Iread a ſad love, and 
loving ſadneſs written upon your 
faces an him. 

It may be ſome may think,that 
in ſetting out his graces and his 
works, that I placeſome merit 1n 
theſe things : No, I donot, and 
therefore let me tell you, that 
when he was like to dye before, 
(for now God took him ſudden- 
ly ) he uttered this ſpeech, when 
he ſaw his dear wife and ſervants 
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weeping before him : by doe ye 
weep thus ? cannot a man dye with- 
out all this adoe? and ſaith he, I doe 
rely wholly upon the righteouſneſſe of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and recovering that 
time: he did renounce all his own 
works that eyer he had done, 
defiring to be accepted in 
Chrilt. 

And thus I havedone ſpeaking 
of him, and fo ſpeaking longer 
to yow:only I would entreat you 
to pray for his family ; He hath 
been!an inſtrument of good unto 
the countrey,and now ke is gone, 
pray for his Family, pray good on 
his Family, that much good may 
ſtill come out. of that Famt- 
ly. 
{ And what ſhall we ſay of our 
ſelves , what ſhall Ifay co you? 
I ſay againe, as I did before, Loſe 
not your opportunities, ſhall we 
ſuffer the time to. condemn us,' 
that 
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that was given to ſave us? we 
muſt either be ſaved in it, or con- 
demned jn jt:ah then / let us time 
our buſineſſe aright for heaven : 
you that haye no grace, getic: I 
ſay, get itz you that have an 

grace, uſe it for God, and increa 

It : uſe your grace to Gods glory: 
att more grace : and get more 
grace. It is a ſad ſigne when men 
do not go on in grace 3 the righ- 
requſncile of God (ſaith Pasl) is 
revealed from faith to faitbz That 
1s, they which have faith, ſhall 
have more faith : therefore this is 
a fearfull figne that we have no 
faith nor grace, if God doth not 
mcreaſe our faith and grace in 
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Againe, If men will (leep and 
dono good, God comes and takes 
away their gifts : Take his Talent 


from bem (ſaith Chriſt) from: the 


unprofitable ſervant, in «AG.26.18. 


Iſa. 


of Opportunity. 

Iſa. 6. to you have God ſhutting 
eyes, in Foh. 15, 1. you have God 
dreſſing trees, in Mat. 3. 10. you 
have God hewing down trees, 
and1n Mat. 21. there you have 
him curſing the tree, Never jruit 
ow on thee _— :ifthou neg- 
et prayer will take away 


Mats 25. 23/ 


the gift of prayer; if you will nor. - 


exerciſe repentance, God will 
take away repentance it ſelf from 
thee; thy graces ſhall drop away 
one after another, and any vertue 
dye after another, untill the Soul 
dye too. Thus doth God ſmite 
the unprofitable ſervant, that 
crambles away his time here, his 
opportunittes here, and acts not 
for God : Take away from him, even 
that which be hath , and then as the 
figtree began to wither, ſo do his 
gitts begin to flag & pair in him, 
asifa worm were {till knawing at 
them, his knowledge looſeth its 
rrlliſh, like a dying mans pallate, 
hi 
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his judgement in him ruſts like a 
ſword that 1s not uſed , His faith 
withereth as if it were blaſted, & 
the Image of deathis upon all his 
profeſſion, he thinks like Samp- 
ſon) to pray a$ he did, and ſpeak 
as he did, he ſhakes himſelte to 
duty as at other times, but his 
ſtrength is gone from him.Woto 
the ſoul of ſuch a one: Soul-loſles, 
and Soul. Judgements are the 
worſt. 

In one. word, Sinners, wing 
your haſt, delay not, but hometo 
God , your opportunities are fly. 
ing, fly you as faſt home to God, 
let me argue the caſe with you as 
Abraham did with God,peradven- 
ture (faith he) there be 50 righte- 
ous 1n Sodom, peradventure, 20. 
peradventure but 10. and wile 
thou not ſpare it for theſe ? as 4- 
braham reckoned up the righteous 
that might have bin in Sodom, fo 


give me leave to number your 
days, 


of Opportunity. 
days,it may be thou haſt 20 years 
yet. to live, and wilt thou nor 
ſerve God 20 yearsfor a Crown of 
glory.? 20 years ſervice is too 
little for ſo great a Crown of glo- 
ry, when thou com'(t to dye;thou 
would'ſt be ſaved for ever, and 
wilt thou not ſerve out 20 years 
to be ſayedan eternity? Ic may 
be thou haſt but 1o years. yet to 
live, and wilt thou not ſerve Gad 
10: years, who haſt ſerved a luſt 
twice 10? It may. be thou haſt 
but 7 years yet to live,an appren» 
tiſe ſeryes out 7 years for atrade, 
and wilt thou not ſerve 7 years 
for an heaven ? Jacob ſerved twice 
7 for Rachel, and wilt thou not 
ſerve one 7 for Chriſt? It may be 
there are but 5 cards in all left in 
the deck, but 5 years yet to live, 
nay, it may be but 5 months, nay, 
it may be but 5 weeks,nay1t may 
be but 5 days, nay, it may be but 


5 hours, as ſoon as you are come 
K homs 
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home bm buryiap the dead,you 
(it may be)may return your ſelyes 
to be buried, ah then!is it not time 
for you to thake haſt ? you that 
have no grace, yet 4 little while, 
& you may lobſe hetyen, (& is it 
not time theh for You then to-tak 
haſt?Jatid you that have grace, yet 
a little while abd you may atriye 
at heaven (and 15 it hot time alſo 
for you to make haſt?) up thea & 
be doing : you Saints, I ſay, up 
& be dotng,itmay be your work 
is almvſt at at evd ; benot weary, 
pluck up your ſpirits;he which is 
tyred can crawla little way; a lit- 
tle Garther put oÞ, alittle fatther 
yet, one ſtep more for a Kingdom. 
Laſtly, I would chaige every 
one of you that have heard ine 
this day, not to gather from any 
thing I have ſaid, that his oppor- 
tunity is paſt +: form up ho ſuch 
concluſion. Idoe not, I darenot 
fay to the vileſt finer, that his 
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opportunity js paſt : Though 
thine opportunity be paſſing a+ 
way, yet I doe not fay it is palt a- 
way : this Sermon 1s not to ſhut 
any Sinner out of Heaven, but to 
haſten hjm towards heaven - be- 
cauſe you haye loſt ſo many op- 
opportunities, I would haſten you 
tocomein to Chriſt, whil {t there 
are any yet left : becauſe oppor- 
runities may be loſt, I would 
quicken you to come In, before all 
are gone : Sinner, yet take Chriſt, 
and God will yet receive thee;re- 
pent now,and God will fave thee 
now. Say not, thy opportunity is 
gone, for God ea 1s thee, linger & 
delay no longer,becauſe opport u 
nity will be gone. 
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Books lately printed for 

* Thomas Parkhurſt, at the 
Sign of the three Crowns, 
over again$t the great Con- 
duit, at the lower end of 
Cheapfede. 


A_ Commentary , or Expo» 

ſition upon the firft Chapter of 
che ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, by 
Dr. Richard Sibbs, Ipubliſhed for publick 
g00d by Thomas CManton, Folio, 

There is newly come forth Mr: 'z#%/- 
liam Fenner, his Continuation of Chrifts 
Alarm todrowſie Saints, with a Treatiſe 
of effeRuall Calling, The Killing Power 
of the Law ; The Spirituall watch, New 
birth, A Chriftians ingrafting into Chriſt, 
A Treatiſe on the Sabbath, which were 
never before printed; hound in one Yol- 
ame, Fol. and may be had, alone, of 
chem chat have his other Works, as well 
as bourd with all his former works,which 
5 b arg 


are now newly Printed in the ſame Yol- 
ume with this. | 

The Journall, or Diary of a thankful 
Chriſtian, wherein is contained DireRi- 
ons, for the right method of keeping and 
uſing, according to the Rules of Practiſe, 
a Day book of National and publick, per- 
ſonal and private paſſages of Gods provi- 
dence, to help Chriftians to thankfulneſſe, 
and experience, by Job Bexdle,Miniſter of 
the Goſpel at Bar»ſtox in Eſſex, large $0. 

Mr. Robinſons Chriſtians Armor in large 
80 


Book of Emblems, with Latine and 
Bngliſh verſes made upon ( Lights ) by 
Robert Farly, ſmall 80. 

Grace to the Humble, as preparation 
to the Sacrament in five Sermons by D. 
7Jobn Preſton. 

Pifture Lonventes, or Pictures drawn 
forth into CharaRers, 123. -- 

A moft Excellent Treatiſe containing 
che way to ſeek Heavens Glory, to flye 
Earths vanity, to fear Hells horror, with 
godly prayers, and the Bell-mans fum- 
mons. 12. 

Jobnſons Eſſayes expreſſed inſfundry 


Exquiſite Fancies. 
IU The 


The one thing Neceflery, by Mr. The 
wa Watſon, Miniſter of Stephens ##al- 
brook, $0. LEY 

Sion in the houſe of mourning, becauſe 
of fin end Suffering, being gn Expoſition 
on the fich Chapter ofthe Lawentgtiens, 
by D, S. Paſtor of Upinghew, in the 
Caunty of Ru:lang. 

Groans of the Spirit, or che Trial of 
the Truth of Prayer. | 
A Handkercher for Parents Wet eyes, 
yp0n the death of their children or 
friends. 

The Dead Saint ſpeaking to Saints and 
Sinners living, in ſeveral Treatiſes, viz; 
On 2 Sam. 2 4.10. On {at. 4. 9. On 
7ohn 3,15. O27 Jobs 1. 50. Oa Iſs, 58. 
2. On Exad. 15. 11. Never publiſhed 
hefore. By Samnel Bolton, D. D. late 
Maſter of Chrifs Colledge in Cambridge. 

Four profitable Treatiſes very 
for Chriſtian praRtice, wiz. The Killing 
power of the Law. The Spirituai Watch, 
The New Birth of the Sabbath. By the 
Reverend wiliew Fexxer,late Minifter of 
Rotchford in Eſſex. 

Peoples Need of a living Paſtor, at the 
Funeral of Mr. Foby Froft, M.; A. by Mr: 
£ 8h, Crafton. A Treatiſe 


A Treatiſe againſt the Tolleration of 
all Religioris. By Mr. Thomas Ednarde. 

Chatechizing Gods Ordinanc&,in ſut- 
dry Sermons, by Mt. Zachaty Crofton, 
Miniſter of Burrolphs efldparte, London, 
che ſecond Edtioh corretted and 


A Coppy»book tnethodized and itrfira- 
yen; by Themai Croſſe, whertin fair 
writing is expreft, by which ore may 
_ co write of hinifelft, chac can bac 


_ Mr' {rtb4s Expoſition on the firft 
Epiſtle of Fobs, in Folis, the ſecond Edi- 
dioa very mach corrected, 

The godly mans Ark, or City of Re- 
fuge,in the day of his diftreſle,diſcovered 
inDivers Sermons, the firft which was 
preached ac the Funeral of Mrs. Eliza» 
beth Moores. Whereunto is annexed Mts. 
Ekiuaberh Moores Evidences for heaveu, 
compoſed and colteRted by her in the 
time of her health, for her comfort inthe 
time of ſicknefle, By Ed. Calamy, .B. D. 
and Paftor of the Church ac Aldermasr- 
bury. 

' Enchiridion Fudicum, Or 7thoſhaphats 
,Charge to his Judges, opened in a —_— 
ore 
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Z” before the Right Honoutable the Judge; and the: 
- Righc Worſhipfall ; the+ Sheriff rye County 
& Pallatine of Lancafter. OO ', Lo) , 
Together with Cataſtrophe, Magnarwm, or King 
David: Lamentation,at Prince Abxers Incineration, ; þ 
In a Sermon medicated on the Fall, and preiched- ar ( 
the Funeral ofthe Right Worſhipful 7obu Hebertos, 
of eAtherton, Eſq, High ' Sheriffe of the; County 
Palatine of Lancaſter. By 7obs \Liveſey Minifter of 
the Goſpel at eMtherton. $31, 
' There aregoing to the Preſſe ſore new pieces of 
Mr. william Fenners, late of Rotchford in Eſſex; 
never yet printed, preſerved by a ſpecial Providence, 
one of whichis a ſecond parc of his wilfull impeni. 
rency ; being five Sermons 'more. that he preached 
upon the 18, of Ezekiel and che 3 2. verſe; ' . 
Now in che preſſe. A Thatre of flying Inſefts; 
wherein eſpecially the manner of right ordering.the 
Bee is excellently deſcribed with diſcourſes Hiſtori- 
call, and Phyſicall, concerning them with a: Stcond 
part of meditations, and obſervations Theological, 
and Moral, in 3Centuries upon the ſame ſubject, by 
Samucl Purchas, M. A. in 49. 
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